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Abstract 

 
This paper studies the process of zero derivation in which from a lexeme that belongs to one lexical category, by using 
metaphoric transfer, a new lexeme is derived, with expanded meaning, with a form changed from inflectional point of view, thus 
becoming a member of another word class. In this way, the lexeme before and the one after the process belong to different 
lexical categories, so that zero derivation happens when, as the process requires, nothing derivational is used, but the suffixes 
which are used for this phenomenon and that are being added, replaced or dropped are of inflectional type. This notion is a 
characteristic of Macedonian because this Slavic language is rich in inflectional suffixes and that aids the zero derivation, since 
all the conditions for the process are met: the meaning is expanded, the word class is changed while the form is changed as 
much as the process allows, that is, only when inflections are used. Of the several types and directions, the paper studies two: 
from verb (both imperfective and perfective) to noun and vice versa, from noun to verb (imperfective and perfective). Thus, the 
examples and the analysis will show which inflectional material is used and what the meaning of the new lexeme is, after the 
process finishes. Therefore, several subtypes of inflectional zero derivation in these two directions will be distinguished, and a 
metaphoric-cognitive transfer is used to illustrate not only the existence but, more importantly, the productivity of the process in 
Macedonian. 
 

Keywords: inflectional suffixes, noun, verb, Macedonian   
 

 
1. Introduction  
 
This type of zero derivation, which is derivation by a zero suffix, besides the given name inflectional, can be also 
described with the terms untypical or morphological because the lexemes that are analysed for the purpose of this 
process can go through morphological changes, that is, the form of one of the lexemes in question is molded or changed 
by adding inflectional suffixes to the motivating basis, or by changing or dropping some suffixes that show the citation 
form of the derived lexeme  - the one that goes through the process of zero derivation.  

There are several authors in the Macedonian linguistics who investigate the change of the lexical category in 
Macedonian by using zero affix. Namely, Blaze Koneski (   1967) in his grammar gives word formation 
description of the Macedonian language, which is important not only for the Macedonian language study, but also for the 
Slavic comparative word formation. Kiril Koneski (  , 1987, p. 51-60) explains zero derivation of verbs from 
nouns and he distinguishes several subtypes within one direction of the process. According to him, the important 
characteristic that lies in the basis of this derivation is the motivated connection between the words which belong to 
different lexical categories, having the basic word on one side and the derived one on the other side. The same author, 
Kiril Koneski (  , 1995, p. 19), is among the first in the study of the Macedonian language who uses the 
term zero affix, and explains that a zero derivational and inflectional suffixes are added to the motivating basis so that at 
the end of the process a new zero derivational lexeme is produced.  

As opposed to English, where, according to Quirk (1995), the process of zero derivation is derivation whereby the 
lexeme goes from one lexical category into another without use of an affix, a definition that applies to all analytic 
languages, in Slavic language structures, which are synthetic and of an inflectional type, the process of zero derivation 
happens with inflectional intervention. Therefore, it is important to consider and accept the interpretation that Stela 
Manova and Wolfgang Dressler give in Bauer and Valera (2005, p. 72), when they claim that with this process the word 
class changes without adding any derivational material, but rather by adding, replacing or dropping inflectional suffixes. 
This explanation fully complies with the aim of the paper – to demonstrate the important role of the inflectional suffixes in 
the process of zero derivation in Macedonian.       
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In this language, the productive zero derivation, which is represented with this inflectional type, can be illustrated 
with the following changes of the lexical category: from verb to noun, from noun to verb, from adjective to verb, and from 
verb to adjective. Regarding the way in which the lexemes in each direction are analysed, they are classified according to 
the type of the inflectional material that, together with the motivating basis, participates in the process of zero derivation of 
lexemes. Thus, in each direction there are subgroups depending on the fact whether there are elements that result from 
adding inflectional suffixes to the basis, when the suffixes of one of the lexemes are replaced with other suffixes, or these 
suffixes are left out from the starting lexeme and in that way the structure of the new, derived lexeme overlaps with the 
form of the motivating basis. In this paper, the focus will be on two types of inflectional zero derivation in Macedonian: 
from verb to noun and from noun to verb.  
 
2. Inflectional Verb to Noun Zero Derivation in Macedonian 
 
This group will analyse the verb lexemes that have been transformed into nouns through the process of zero derivation. 
Hereby, two grammatical aspects of the verb - imperfective and perfective - will be analysed as basis for zero derivation 
into noun.  
 
2.1 Inflectional zero derivation from imperfective verb into noun 
 
In this subgroup, depending on the type of the inflectional material, the lexemes are subdivided and different formulas are 
applicable.  
 
2.1.1 The following elements correspond with the first subgroup: 

 
L1 V (=MB+ØDS+IS- )  L2 N (=MB+ØDS+IS- )1 

 
This subgroup of the process is represented by the following lexemes:  
 

-   - :      .     .2  
-   - :    .    .   

-   - :   .     
 
In these examples, the relationship between the noun and the verb is very close and easily understandable. The 

verb  means to build fence around the water in order to prevent it from spreading or flooding, while the thing that is 
put in order to stop the water from spreading or flooding is explained with the noun . This means that first the 
action happens and then the noun is formed, which proves that the direction of the zero derivational process is indeed 
from verb to noun. The same thing happens in the other examples when by working, doing something -  is 
formed, while by thinking, the product is .  

 
2.1.2 The second subgroup illustrates a different change, which can be seen from the formula:  
 
L1 V (= B+ØDS+IS- /- /- )  L2 N (= B+ØDS) 
 

-   :    .    .  
-   :       .     .  

-   :     .     .  
  

                                                                            
1 In this, and in the following schemes, the interpretation of the symbols is as follows: L1 = lexeme 1, L2 = lexeme 2, V = verb, N = noun, 
MB = motivating basis, Ø = zero, DS = derivational suffix, IS = inflectional suffix.   
2 In all example structures, the analysed lexemes (the ones listed before the example phrases and sentences) have been taken from the 
Macedonian dictionaries consulted for the research. They are:       , 

    , and     . Their full references are given on the 
reference page. 
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Here, again the semantic transfer moves from verb to noun when, as the name of this entire group is, the action is 
performed first. Thus, by doing the action, we get the result, that is, the noun shows the thing that is made by doing the 
action or by conducting the event. But, opposed to the first subgroup where the inflectional suffix –  from the source 
lexeme is replaced with the suffix –  in the new lexeme; in this, second subtype, the – , - , -  inflection that forms the 
starting lexeme together with the motivating basis and the zero derivational suffix, is being dropped and thus the result of 
the process is created.  

In this way, the new lexeme is absolutely identical with the motivating basis. 
The following figure ought to show graphically the semantic transfer and the lexical and functional change in the 

lexemes that take part in this kind of transformation:  
 

 
 
Figure 1: Inflectional zero derivation in Macedonian: from imperfective verb into noun 
 
2.2 Inflectional zero derivation from perfective verb into noun 
 
2.2.1 The formula for this kind of derivation is the following one: 
 
L1 V (= B+ØDS+IS- )  L2 N (= B+ØDS+IS- ) 
 

These are examples of this type: 
 

-   - :    .       . 
-   - :    .    . 

 
The first example on the left shows the verb  which means to say something bad and insult somebody, 

from which the noun  is formed and means the thing that is being said is bad and insulting. The sentences with 
   are also very similar; from the imperfective verb meaning to call somebody somewhere the noun 
 is zero derived, and that is what is being said, or given in the act of inviting somebody. Of course, by retaining the 

form, the formal criterion is met, and also the semantic one, because the semantic connection enables us to treat these 
lexemes as examples of zero derivation. Here, again by performing the action, we experience and perceive the act that 
results from the performed action, and understand the concept that results from the action. Knowing the meaning of the 
verb, the speaker or the word creator copies or expands the semantic implication of the new lexeme that should fill the 
noun gap. The same happens in the following examples that are listed as part of this subgroup: 

 
-   - :   .       
-   - :     .      .  

-   - :         
-   - :          

  .  
-   - :          . 

-   - :     .     .  
-   - :   .     

 
when in doing the action of giving presents to somebody, what is handed in or given is ; in order to allow 

somebody to do something, a written or oral permission ( ) is given; the act of visiting somebody is ; with 
the action of harassing somebody or something, we do ; the noun  is an act with which we protect 
ourselves; in the case in which somebody is better at something than somebody else or is the first,  is the result; 



ISSN 2039-2117 (online) 
ISSN 2039-9340 (print) 

        Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences 
            MCSER Publishing, Rome-Italy 

Vol 4 No 3 
September 2013 

 

 548 

like in the case when somebody or something leaves a certain place and is replaced with somebody or something else, 
the meaning of the noun  is understood.  

Otherwise, in both cases of zero derivation that were listed as transformations from imperfective and perfective 
verb into noun when a zero affix is used for changing the word class, the inflectional aspect of the process is obvious. 
This means that the replacement of the form formation suffix –  from the verb with the suffix –  in the zero derived noun 
is obvious, but also the dropping of the inflections – , -  and –  from the source lexeme and zero deriving the target 
lexeme that consists only of motivating basis is evident. From a semantic point of view, everything that is given or 
received after performing the action is copied from the verb, with whose activation, the product is created, and that is our 
target element – the noun.  

The scheme of this change is the following: 
 

 
 

Figure 2: Inflectional zero derivation in Macedonian: from perfective verb into noun 
 
 
3. Inflectional Noun to Verb Zero Derivation in Macedonian  
 
The noun can be zero derived into verb of imperfective and perfective type, thus imposing formal changes. In 
continuation, the kind of zero derivation from noun to imperfective verb will be illustrated with formulas that correspond 
with different subgroups: 
 
3.1 Inflectional zero derivation from noun into imperfective verb 
 
3.1.1 Regarding the first subgroup, the following formula applies: 
 
L1 N (= B+ØDS)  L2 V (= B+ØDS+IS- ) 
 

This means that the source, noun lexeme consists of motivating basis to which a zero derivational suffix is added, 
while to the target, verb lexeme an inflectional suffix –  is added that illustrates semantic connection and morphological 
similarity. 

The nouns that will be first analysed mean somebody works as something or appears in the the role of and the 
examples illustrate formations of verbs from nouns, when the suffix –  as an inflectional suffix is added to the word 
formation basis of the noun and, in that way, we get the dictionary, unmolded verb form. The following examples show 
this: 

  - :   .          
. 

  - :    .     . 
  - :     .      . 

 
In the examples from this subgroup the noun means the subject works as something, and the verbal derivative 

means to have the function denoted with the noun. Thus, in the first example, from the noun  – a person who 
breeds cattle and earns for a living, we derive the verb  – to be a cattle breeder.   

But, in the next group of examples, noun-verb transformations stand out when the noun doesn’t mean function and 
job but a characteristic that the subject has, whereas the verb means applying the characteristic denoted with the noun 
while performing the action. Such examples are:        

  - :    .    . 
  - :    .     ,  . 

  - :   ,   .    . 
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The last example proves the previously said: when somebody is a , that person spies, tells others secrets 
and information, so that when the person does the action illustrated with , he/she displays this characteristic, 
feature, that is, behaves like a .   

 
There are also nouns that transformed to verbs imply the subject to become what is named with the basic noun, as 

the following examples show: 
  - :    .       –     

. 
  - :   .      ,  . 

  - :         .  
The noun  refers to a bad and evil person, and when we use the zero derived verb, the interpretation is 

that the person is changing, is becoming bad. In our example above it is used reflexively.  
 
Another subgroup is the case when the subject displays the characteristic or the feature typical of the source noun 

formed from animals, while the verb means to display a feature of what is denoted with the basic noun:   
  - :       .      .  
  - :              . 

This last example can be explained by saying that the noun  implies pride, significant status, someone who 
feels conceited, likes showing off, and by analogy the verb   means somebody to behave in this way – like a 
cock ( ), that is, to like showing off, to like being proud, conceited, important.  

 
The next example:  

  - :       .  
shows that in the speaker’s mind this noun lexeme is zero derived in a verb having the meaning to marry a man, 

which is illustrated with the example on the right.  
 
On the other hand, by combining the noun  and the verb, we get a derivative that means to put or place 

something into the object denoted with the noun: 
  - :         . 

This noun stands for an enclosed space or object, from whose basic meaning by association leaps in the meaning 
of the domain object, that is, space or object we come to the domain of the verb with whose action the object is placed in 
the noun. 

 
A different subgroup of verbs that are zero derived from nouns and means to do or to create the thing denoted with 

the noun is the following: 
  - :     .      . 

To this group also belong nouns that mean the process to finish by creating something that the noun names, and 
by analogy, the verbs transformed from them mean to create the thing that the noun names: 

  - :     .     .  
  - :    .     . 

Thus, in the first-listed example from the noun , in the speaker’s mind there is picture of the verb  
which means fire breaks out, and the same semantic transfer is present in the other example where the following 
interpretations are developed:   – to devastate, to destroy.  

 
Besides the verbs derived in this way, there are such which are motivated mainly from onomatopoeic words, that 

is, from nouns which become imperfective verbs. Naturally, these verbs are formed when the inflectional suffix –  is 
added to the motivating basis and mean to create or introduce the notion denoted with the nominal sound complex. Such 
examples are: 

  - :    .    
  - :        . 

  - :    .        . 
  - :    .   .  
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The noun  means an act of saying something quiet and therefore it is thought that the verb can be used with 
a similar meaning, derived and transferred from the meaning of the noun, which means to say something quiet, without 
using voice.  

 
On the other hand, the verbs ,  and  zero derived from nouns mean to apply the ingredient, 

substance denoted with the noun, and this can be seen in the following examples: 
  - :     .    . 

  - :    !    . 
   - :     ?    . 

This means that the verb implies to use salt ( ), sugar ( ) or pepper ( ) in order to do the action; 
actually, by applying them, we understand what the verb means.  

 
Besides these, there are verbs derived from nouns which mean to be in the state marked with the noun or to 

display the feature named with the basic noun: 
  - :         .      

,     .  
  - :    è   .        .    

This last example proves that the verb  means to be in a state of terror, to feel terror from or towards 
something.  

 
There are other nouns from the colloquial language which can be used with the verb , and when used as 

verbs mean to do the thing contained in the basic noun: 
  - :       .      . 
  - :     .     .  

  - :            . 
The meaning of these sentence structures used as an example is that by playing about we perform the action of 

, by talking we perform the action of , as when embarrassing somebody, we do the action of 
. Namely, these examples undoubtedly lead us to the fact that we first know the noun and by trying to use it or 

create it, we perform and perceive the action denoted with the verb.  
 
3.1.2 The formula that is applicable to the second type of inflectional zero derivation from noun to imperfective verb is 

given in continuation: 
 

L1 N (=MB+ØDS+IS–a)  L2 V (=MB+ØDS+IS– ) 
 

-   - :   .    . 
-   - :   .     . 

-   - :    .     
Here the meaning of the zero derived verb is to marry a woman, to put someone in closed space and to perform 

the action by applying something, respectively, that was mentioned in the previous inflectional type of this kind of zero 
derivation, but in this case the inflectional suffix –a from the source lexeme is replaced with –  in the target one.   

 
Otherwise, in this subgroup, as was the case with zero derivation from singular noun into a verb, there are also 

nouns that mean to perform the action with the use of the noun. Such are the following: 
-   - :     .      . 
-   - :    .      . 

-   - :        
These derived verbs point out that in order to do the action ,  and  are used, and we conclude 

that what connects the lexemes from both sides of the example from the previously given structures is the fact that 
knowing the concept for these objects, the previous knowledge and the experience lead us to zero derivation of a verb, 
which means using the object denoted with the noun.   

The examples with  and  belong to this same type of zero derived verbs, because as verb 
lexemes these derivatives mean to use or say prayers and curses for doing the action:  
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-   - :          . 
-   - :       . 

It can also be noticed that in this type of zero derivation with this cognitive approach and metaphoric transfer, as 
derivatives, we get both transitive and intransitive verbs, which can be seen from some of the given examples: 

-   - :    .      .  
-   - :         . 

-   - :   .    . 
-   - :         . 

In all these cases, knowing the noun from which the zero derivation starts, we can perceive the verb and do the 
action.  

 
In the following cases:  

-   - : ,   .           . 
-   - :     .    . 
-   - :         .    

  ? 
the verb derivatives mean natural phenomena to happen that are named by the noun contained in the basis. Thus, 

their meaning, that is, what they have in their semantic domain is: to dawn, to befog, to cover with frost, from which we 
again get reflexive verbs:  and .  

As a different and last subgroup listed in this type of zero derivation is the one that means to breed, to give birth to 
animals; something that is illustrated with the reflexive verbs  and :  

-   - :     .    . 
-   - :     .        .  

And, of course, the implication is to breed goat, cow, when from the animals  (goat) and  (cow), with 
semantic transfer we are taken to the verb domain, which means breeding this animal.  
 
3.1.3 The replacement of the inflectional suffix is also shown in the following subtype, to which this formula applies: 
 
L1 N (= B+ØDS+IS– )  L2 V (= B+ØDS+IS– ) 
 

Here, mainly, belong verbs that are derived from nouns that name animals: 
 

-   - :     .     . 
-   - :       . 
-   - :       
-   - :      . 

In this case, as the form shows, the inflectional suffix –  added to the motivating basis, and to the zero derivational 
suffix in the starting lexeme - the noun, is replaced with the suffix -  at the ending lexeme – the verb. Otherwise, the 
metaphoric-cognitive transfer creates the semantic connection between the two lexemes and makes the noun and the 
verb connected through the process of zero derivation.  
 
3.1.4 In the last inflectional type the –  inflection is replaced with – : 
 
L1 N (= B+ØDS+IS– )  L2 V (= B+ØDS+IS– ) 
 

The following will be listed as examples of this type: 
 

-   - :     .     .  
-   - :         .  

-   - :       . 
The interpretation for the zero derivation in the first example is that from the noun whose meaning is familiar to us, 

by using zero affix, we get a verb that means to do the action by using the noun. The same meaning of the derivative was 
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mentioned before too, but now it is repeated and emphasized because the lexemes which are analysed have different 
form, that is, they belong to a different inflectional type of zero derivation. 

In this group also, the basic words are nouns that are most often used with a verb or can be modified by an 
adjective, while the result of the metaphoric transfer is an imperfective verb surrounded by short pronominal forms, by the 
reflexive pronoun , as well as by nouns and prepositional phrases which complement the verb. Actually, in this type of 
zero derivation, the lexemes listed before the examples are given in their dictionary form. This means the words can 
accept inflectional suffixes: the noun can have an article, whereas the verb can be given inflections for tense, type 
(perfective or imperfective), voice, gender, number and thus for a person who does the action.  

As far as the semantic level is concerned, the noun is the one that first exists in the language and in the speaker’s 
mind, so that in most cases by using that noun or by making a picture of it, we perceive the verbal action, something that 
is expressed with the newly formed lexeme.  

The development and the diversification of the meaning in this type of zero derived verbs are shown with the 
following figure: 
 

 
 
Figure 3: Inflectional zero derivation in Macedonian: from noun into imperfective verb 
 
3.2 Inflectional zero derivation from noun into perfective verb 
 
     In Macedonian there are a small number of perfective verbs derived from nouns by zero derivation because in order to 
form verbs of this type prefixes should be added, and this type of word formation is with the use of zero affix, actually 
derivation without affixation. This characteristic, the presence of prefixes, is what marks and distinguishes the perfective 
verbs from the imperfective ones, and thus their form is not identical with the noun. Therefore, in continuation we will give 
the most common elements of this subtype and, of course, take them to be result of this word formation process in 
Macedonian. This type has the formula with which most of the examples in Macedonian comply, and that is when the 
form formation suffix –  is added to the motivating basis with zero derivational suffix: 
 

L1 N (= B+ØDS)  L2 V (= B+ØDS+IS– ) 
 
3.2.1 Thus, most verbs from this group mean to do the action whose feature is imposed by the noun. Such examples are 

the following: 
 

  - :        . 
  - :    .     .  

  - :     .      .  
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The interpretation is that when somebody sends greetings, that person does the action of ; when 
Communions are given, the people do the action of  and by making unions, we do and perceive the 
action of .      
 
3.2.2 Namely, here we have nouns which, by being used as a basis for deriving verbs, are transformed into verbs which 

show that by doing the action, the person/the doer becomes what is denoted with the noun. Very often these 
verbs are used as reflexive, like in the following example: 

 
  - :         . 

The semantic aspect is the same: it is the noun that makes it possible for the action to be done and makes it easier 
to understand the semantic relationship between it – the noun, and the verb. 

Here is the scheme of this subgroup: 
 

 
 
Figure 4: Inflectional zero derivation in Macedonian: from noun into perfective verb 
 
4. Concluding remarks 
 
The inflectional zero derivation in Macedonian shows that the elements that are used in the process have different form, 
that is, both lexemes are taken in their citation form from a dictionary, but they are different by their form formation suffix, 
which is added, replaced or dropped in the derived lexeme. The process is also called morphological because from a 
word from one lexical category, a linguistic element that belongs to another lexical category is zero derived, and that 
change is not derivational, since nothing derivational is used, but it is rather inflectional, when only the allowed inflectional 
material is applied. In Macedonian, this change of word classes with the use of a zero affix is at a level of realization, of 
marked forms, since in this type of the process in Macedonian, the conditions for zero derivation are met only when the 
analysed lexeme undergoes inflectional changes.  

When talking about the two types of this inflectional kind of the process in the two chosen directions – from verb to 
noun and from noun to verb, we can conclude that Macedonian is a verbal language, meaning that in this language there 
are more verbs from which nouns are derived. This language feature is due to the nature of the language, its rich verbal 
system and the need to fulfill, enrich and expand the noun part of the language.  

Such derivation from verb to noun is characterized by the subtype from imperfective verb to noun, when the verb 
consists of motivating basis, zero derivational suffix, and an inflectional suffix – , when the last is replaced with – , as in 

-   - . But these inflectional suffixes can be dropped in the derivative so that the new lexeme formally 
overlaps with the motivating basis: -   . Also, in the zero derivation from perfective verb into a noun, the suffix –
 is replaced with – , as in -   - .  

As far as the zero derivation from noun to verb is concerned, the inflectional type is also represented by 
transformations from imperfective verb to noun and from perfective verb into a noun lexeme. The imperfective verb zero 
derived from a noun is received when the inflectional suffix is added to the motivating basis –   - , while 
in the other cases the –  is replaced with –  – -   - , –  is replaced with –  – -   - , and –  
with –  – -   - . The perfective verb produced from a noun through zero derivation adds the inflectional 
suffix –  to the motivating basis –   - .   

In all these cases there is semantic connection between the two lexemes, that is, the meaning is expanded, which 
can be perceived by using metaphoric-cognitive transfer; the form is absolutely identical from derivational point of view, 
when only inflectional material is used for the purpose of this process, and most importantly, the source and the target 
lexeme are members of different lexical categories.  
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Finally, it ought to be emphasized again that the process of zero derivation in Macedonian is highly productive due 
to the inflectional suffixes that mark this kind of transformation in a very economic, understandable, but also creative and 
modern way. In all lexemes the process happens in such a way that the inflectional suffixes are removed and what 
remains is the motivating basis. If in such removing of the inflections, semantic similarity and metaphoric connection are 
found between the roots of the word from both sides of the process, then the process in question is undoubtedly lexical 
change with zero affix. Then inflections typical of the Macedonian lexical categories are added, replaced or dropped so 
that the new lexeme, result of the zero derivational process, adapts to the requirements of the new word class and 
becomes a representative of the inflectional type of zero derivation in Macedonian, illustrating the necessary changes in 
the appropriate direction.                           
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