ISSN 2039-2117 Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences Vol. 3 (9) April 2012

Translation Quality Assessment in Medical Texts from Persian into English on the Basis of
Baker's Taxonomy of Grammar and Vocabulary within the Scientific Text Model

Bahloul Salmani*
Elenaz Janfaza**

Sulmaz Janfaza**

*Assistant Professor, English Department, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, East-Azarbaijan,
Tabriz, Iran. Email: salmani_b@yahoo.com
** Young Researchers Club, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad university, East-Azarbaijan, Tabriz, Iran.
Corresponding author: Elenaz Janfaza, Email:aristocrat1388@gmail.com

Abstract: Translation quality assessment is one of the areas that need more attention on the part of the assessor. Since, it needs both
theory of translation on the one hand, and proficiency and competency as a translator, on the other hand, on the part of the translation
assessor. Translation within the fields of medical sciences has not got its proper focus of attention. The nature of medical texts demands
transfer of information. However, from vocabulary and grammatical prospects, sometimes great pitfalls are seen. The present study tries
to investigate the general knowledge of language in medical texts translation. The present study has applied Baker's (1988) Taxonomy of
grammar and vocabulary model within the medical texts to show the ability and art of the translator in compare with the translation of
medicine.
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1. Introduction

Nowadays, unfortunately all the people feel that they have the ability of translation with passing some short period of time
in language institutes. Especially, it can be seen among the educated people such as doctors, professor of universities
and etc. which make them to be known as pretentious groups. They think that they can do whatever they want especially
in translation art. From many years ago, human tries to find a way for assessing the quality of products and this leads that
this view become a step in recognizing and defining standards for assessment. Based on this need, many scientists,
philosophers and theorists have found ways to answer to the human needs for assessment by inventing new methods,
tools and models. So, researchers of the human science especially linguistic scholars try to find models in order to
assess the quality and quantity of the translated texts which is called in some texts as "critics" and sometimes
"assessment”. This study has applied the Baker's Taxonomy of grammar and vocabulary model within the medicinal texts
to show the ability of the translator as well as his/her pitfalls and shortcomings.

1.2. Statement of the Problem

Translation within the fields of medical sciences has not got its proper focus of attention. The nature of medical texts
demands transfer of information. However, from vocabulary and grammatical prospects, sometimes great pitfalls are
seen. The present study tries to investigate the general knowledge of language in medical texts translation.

1.3. Significance of the Study

The significance of this study is to show the word choosing and applying grammatical rules in translation by educated
translator and non- educated (semi-translator) in order to prove whether there is a significant difference between an
educated translator and non-educated one.

1.4. Purpose and Theoretical Framework of the Study

The main purpose of this study is to show failure or success of educated translator compared with the non-educated

215



ISSN 2039-2117 Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences Vol. 3 (9) April 2012

semi-translator.
2. Definition of Key Terms
2.1. Translation

Toury (1980: 17) believes that translation is communication in translated messages within a certain cultural-linguistic
system, with all relevant consequences for the decomposition of the source message, the establishment of the invariant,
its transfer across the cultural-linguistic border and the recomposition of the target message. (quted in Venuti 2000:484)

2.2. Translation assessment

Translation assessment arises from equivalence in the two or more languages. Equivalence starts from the smallest unit
of the sentences (morphemes) to the largest units (sentence) and from the apparent units (alphabets) to unseen units
(effect). According to House’s pragmatic-textual approach (1981: 28-9), translation operates not with sentences but with
utterances. Equivalence, therefore, is sought at the pragmatic level even if it overrides semantic meaning. In other words,
the primary interest of translation is units of discourse characterized by their use-value in communication. Carrol (1966:
55-66) measured the quality of a translation by the rate of informativeness and intelligibility. Yet, he was mainly
concerned with scientific texts where style and figures of speech play a minimal role. Reiss (1971:356) called for
determining function and type of source text before any quality assessment. But she stopped short form defining any
objectively measurable norm to apply her approach.

3. Review of related literature

Many definitions have been proposed for the simple concept termed 'translation’. Nida (1964:164) defines translation as a
process of finding the closest natural equivalent of source language in the target language in terms of massage and style.
Catford (1965:87-89) believes that translation is the replacement of the source language textual elements by the target
language textual elements (cited in Nida (1964:174). Toury (1978cited in Lefevere (1992:89-95), holds the view that
translation is a kind of activity which inevitably involves at least two languages and two cultural traditions whereby an
original text is rewritten by the translator into a different language. Newmark (1988) considers translation as a craft in
which the translator tries to replace a written massage in one language by the same massage in another language. In
1959, Jackobson claims that translation is a whole message transfererence into another rather than transfusion of single
separate-code units. What the translator does is recording the entire message and transmitting it into the target language
(quoted in Miremmadi 2005: 126) House (1997:31-32) defines translation as “the replacement of a text in the source
language by a semantically and pragmatically equivalent text in the target language (p.31).Thus an adequate translation
text is a semantically and pragmatically equivalent one” (p.32). Al_ Talisi(1991:55)claims that translation is a creative
process... he continues that "when | translate, | took for my creativity in others' work. | translate as an amateur who found
what he wants to express in others' work". Zhongying (1990:99) describes the translation process in different terms:" in
doing translation, one has to re-express in the target language what has been said in the SL, so the receptor of the
reproduced message can get more or less the same impression as the receptor of the original gets from source
message".

Munday (2001:109-110), as a more recent authority, is of the opinion that in translation process the translator changes
an original written text in original verbal language into a written text in a different verbal language. Translation
assessment arises from equivalence in the two or more languages. Equivalence starts from the smallest unit of the
sentences (morphemes) to the largest units (sentence) and from the apparent units (alphabets) to unseen units (effect).
According to Baker (1992: 11), in the process of translating, the smallest unit that possesses individual meaning is the
‘word’. Inexperienced translators tend to seek an exact word in the target language (TL) that share the exact meaning of
a word in the source language (SL). Unfortunately, there is hardly any one-to-one relationship between words and
elements of meaning (Baker, 1992:11). Equivalence in word level is assessing in the forms as well as the meaning.
Basing on Baker (1992:11), morpheme is ‘the minimal formal element of meaning in language’. It ‘cannot contain more
than one element of meaning and cannot be further analyzed’ and is different in any language. ‘Non-equivalence at word
level means that the target language has no direct equivalent for a word which occurs in the source text.’ ‘Different kinds
of non-equivalence require different strategies’ (Baker, 1992:20). Palmer (1976:21) believes that ‘the words of a language
often reflect not so much the reality of the world, but the interests of the people who speak it.’” This is extremely true with
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poetic discourse given that it is the kind of text that carries heavy subjective elements. It is important for the translator to
adopt proper strategies to deal with non-equivalence at the word level by basing them on semantic translation.
Sometimes words occur in the company of other words. ‘But words are not strung together at random in any language;
there are always restrictions on the way they can be combined to convey meaning’ (Baker, 1992: 46).

Almost all translation theories, somehow, refer to the most controversial and problematic center of translation which is
equivalence. Equivalence is the major part of the translation studies. And scholars including Nida, Catford, Taber and
Toury are the theorist of this category. According to the Bakers (1988:174), in terms of grammar, technical texts include
five controversial — specific areas. They are verb, tense, voice, modals, articles and nominalization. These grammatical
structures are frequently used in their proper forms. Regarding verb and tense, there are some more probable tenses
simple present, and simple past. The dominant from the voice is passive form. Modals like “may and might” are used very
much. The choice of adding or deleting “articles” affects the technical jargon. Nominalization is also the use of verbal
nouns ending in suffixes.

4. Methodology
4.1. Description of the Type of Research
This study is based on one the qualitative research using interpretive approaches.
4.2. The Corpus
All the data were written article which was going to be published in one of the famous journal indexed by ISI.
4.3. Procedures for Data Analysis
Data were analyzed according to the Baker's Taxonomy of grammar and vocabulary within the scientific text.
4.4. Procedures for Data Collection and Recording
A selected text was provided to one of the assistant professor in medical science university to translate from Persian into
English as an introduction part of the article written in Persian by herself. So, she was aware of the contexts. And another
translation done by one of the group’s members.
Since the study is descriptive-analytical one, the original text with its translation was comparatively analyzed as in the
following steps:
1. Reading translation and the original text

2. Marking problematic word choosing or grammatical errors
3. Tabulating features of paragraphs in accordance with Bakers' taxonomy of characteristics of scientific texts.

table 1: translation assessment based on Baker model

Information Source Text TargetText(A) TargetText(B)

Vocabulary
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H Article(effective) 0

Table 2: data analysis

details

ransiator A

ranslator B

5\ 7
., #

Figure1: data analysis
5. Conclusion
5.1. Summary of the Findings

According to the results of the table |, the A has translated the texts according to semantic features and structural and
grammatical rules on the base of loyalty, which leads to have a meaningful, understandable and fluent text. But , the B
translation has lots of grammatical and semantic problems and in some sentences reduction, omission of a word has
occurred. In the other hand the B translation is literal translation and meaningless. As the results of table Il show the
educated translator had no spelling error and wrong word choosing while the B translator respectively had 25 and 6.25%.
In 37.5 % the B translator omitted the words while the A translator omitted 12% of the words due to the repetition and
acceptable reasons. And also the A translator uses modal verbs frequently while the B translator uses rarely that causes
that the A translator has a comprehension in her translation.

The A translator tries to have accurate translation on the base of translation science and art while the B translator
starts translating a text without any attention to the translation science and art. She also has lots of spelling problem due
to the high self-confidence to its knowledge on medicinal science more than translation. And also the A translator pay
more attention not only to true and adequate translation but also to the beauty features of translated text. (See figure 1)
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According to the above translation we should suppose that educated translator is more successful than non educated
translator. The educated translator tries to use and apply strategies on the base of the kind of a text, genre, style and
register while the non- educated translator tries to do something which is called translation in her opinion and thoughts.

5.2. Suggestion for Further Research

Finally it is necessary to pay more attention to the future of translation under the educated translators which leads to be in
the first steps of the science production. Also | think we can study on not only the assessing the quality of translation and
word choosing but also the common errors occurred by the educated translators and non- educated people who feel that
ever one can be a translator and translation is invalid.

References

Al-Talisi. (5.7.1991). London: Al-Hawadeth. (p.55)

Baker, M. (1988). Categories of vocabularies, in Jerry, L.(eds/) Language Issues in ESP. Philodelphia: John Benjamins.

Baker, M. 1992. In other Words, a Course book on Translation. London: Routledge.

Carrol, J. B. 1966, “An Experiment in Evaluating the Quality of Translations,” in Mechanical Translation 9, pp. 55-66.

House, J.(1976). A model for assessing Translation Quality. Retroeved from:www.Google.com

House, J. 1981. A Model for Translation Quality Assessment, Tubingen, Gunter Narr, 344 p.

House, J. 1997. Translation Quality Assessment: A Model Revisited, Tubingen: Gunter Narr.

Munday, Jeremy. 2001. Introducing Translation Studies. Theories and Applications London: Routledge.

Newmark, P. 1988. A Textbook of Translation. UK: Prentice Hall International (UK) Ltd.

Nida, E. A. 1964. Toward a Science of Translating with Special Reference to Principles and Procedures Involved in Bible Translating.
Leiden: E.J. Brill.

Palmer, F.R. 1976, 1981. Semantics, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Reiss, K. 1971. “Die Bedeutung Von Texttyp und Textfunktion”, in Linguistica Antverpiensia 5, pp. 137-48.

Toury, G. 1980. In Search of a Theory of Translation, Tel Aviv: The Porter Institute.

Venuti, L. 2000. The Translation Studies Reader, London and New York: Routlege.

Zhongying, F. 1990. Some Remarks on the Criteria of Translation. Babel 36(2), pp.97-110

221




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


