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Abstract

The return to democratic dispensation and the surge to acquire political power had led to
increase in violence in the Niger Delta region. This assumed different dimension for
national issues as competition for scarce resources are being instigated by “inter-elite”
rivalries over contradictions of ethnic diversity. These incessant struggles and the
competitions had resulted into outright denial of people’s right and privileges as well as
displacement of indigene and non indigene in that area. The study contended that the
dynamics of internally displaced persons in the Niger Delta region were deeply rooted in
the contradictions of ethnic diversity. The study is a documentary research and data were
analyzed through qualitative descriptive method. Using human needs theory, the paper
noted that, the need for the IDPs to be fully re-integrated into society, and the
responsibility of public authorities to avoid neglect, discriminatory practices of
marginalization, deprivation as well as the exploitation of the indigene non-indigene issue.
It is urgent to meet the social needs of the IDPs, and their recognition and social inclusion
into the society in the Rivers state, for peaceful coexistence in assuring freedom for the
development of people. The study therefore recommends the following that government
should ensure that specific needs of internally displaced persons are reflected in the
national and local developmental plan.

Keywords: National Question, Internally Displaced Persons, Deprivation, Indigene-Non-Indigene,
Ethnic Diversity
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1. Introduction

The problem of heterogeneous societies in the world stirs up mutual distrust and intra
and inter community conflicts. This has not only become recurrent and widespread but
has made Nigerian politics unfavourable since independence. The apprehension of
power of one tribal or cultural group of the country by another arising from “who gets
what, when and how” constitute a major factor of this problem (Agbodike 1998).These
ethnic groups are broadly divided into ethnic “majorities” and ethnic “minorities” (Otite,
2000) with indigenous religious beliefs and practices. Being a plural society and
heterogeneous state, Nigeria has been composed of different ethno-cultural and
religious groups with the attendant fears and suspicions of domination and feeling of
exclusion among these groups. These untoward patterns of relationship do not only
engender exclusion and alienation of some groups from the country’s politics but also
serve as a major source of frustration responsible for conflict in the society. Rhodes
(2002) posits that, displacement affects communities beyond the individuals who are
themselves displaced. It is the duty and responsibility of the state to ward off arbitrary
displacement and defend or assist those who have been displaced.

Imperatively, Nigeria like many other states in Africa had experienced problems
that could be linked to ethnic conflicts which took the form of colonial rule, military rule,
political conflicts, civil war etc, Thus, these contradictions in the country’s polity,
including the interventions of the military, gave way to what stood out as the most
brutal civil wars in Africa in the second half of the twentieth century. No doubt, all these
have a way of instigating internally displaced persons (IDPs). However, it is worthy to
note that internal displacement has occurred in ‘Nigeria 54 years ago’, when, during the
Biafran war (1967-1970) some two million people died and ten million people became
internally displaced (lbeanu, 1998). And despite the current surge of internally displaced
persons in the North, the current figures cannot be compared to the post- civil war
crises. Since then, internal population displacement has been on the increase. Thus, with
the resultant effect of the Nigeria civil war, large numbers of people in Rivers State,
lgwuruta were uprooted from their habitual place of residence, in correspondence of
the establishment of “Abandoned Property Act”. While displacement of this number has
not repeated itself since then, millions have been internally displaced due to religious
and ethnic conflicts particularly in cities across the north.

It is instructive to note that, in the aftermath of the civil war; Nigeria became
characterized with struggle and resistance against the state system in various forms, in a
violent ways. The tussle against the perceived injustices by various groups has resulted
into widespread infrastructural damage and innumerable human casualties since the
post-independence era (Agbo, Okoye, Uwaegbute, & Agbo, 2021). Synder (1993)
therefore maintain that, the failure of the post-colonial state in Nigeria to meet its socio-
economic obligation of the people has encouraged the festering of primordial
segregation among these groups. A system that is characterized by these basics
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instigates uneven relations among her citizens. The problem associated with this kind of
disparity is that some individuals are deprived of some political and economic rights as
preserved in the country’s legal framework. The effect arising from such deprivation is
that these individuals are excluded from participating in the political and economic
activities in their community. This awkward prototype of association only engenders
exclusion and alienation of some groups from the mainstream society and it is a major
source of frustration responsible for and igniting conflict (Albert, 2015). Hence, one of
the key features of the nation polity in addressing these raucous agitation and
conflicting ideas of the diverse ethnic groups, minority communities, and other
disadvantaged groups seeking for their inalienable rights is widely referred to as the
“National Question”, wherein ethnic minority tensions, agitations and marginalization
are fundamental features of the ongoing struggles that revolves around the “National
Question” for decades.

Thus, the preponderate proclivity of different studies is to perceive the increasing
surge of internally displaced persons as the inability of the state to checkmate its
excesses. Issues relating to human rights abuse, poor articulated policies, political
volatility, and poor infrastructural facilities to the citizens are usually responsible for the
crisis (Ibeanu, 2001a). Therefore; the system produces and sustains a hierarchical,
unequal, and ranked system of citizenship that has provoked exclusion, marginalization
and segregation of individuals. Although these identities have grown in significance in
the recent past, which obviously has to do with the aggravation of the “ethnic conflict”,
which have deep historical roots in pre-colonial patterns of inter-group relations, and
the discriminatory practices and ethnic inequalities entrenched by both the colonial
regime, continued by post-independence administrations. These have cumulatively
provoked various forms of self-determination agitation by different groups (Osaghae &
Suberu, 2005).

Ethnic conflict being a principal factor in addressing basic societal problems, Ibeanu
(2001b) noted that the state becomes a tool used in place of regional, ethnic, religious,
class, clan and other sectional benefits. It has become intensely involved in the struggle
for adherent support of some groups against others. The state equally seems to be
authoritarian in character, given the enormous power it possesses within its base. In this
regard, the Nigeria state is marred in social struggle, the state nonetheless failed to
know how the internal displaced persons integrate into the environment, and create
relationship with the host communities. In spite of the tendency on the part of the
Nigerian state to conceal internally displaced populations, their existence still remains a
serious problem (lbeanu 1998). It can be deduced that the Nigeria state has been
accompanied with unresolved issues and therefore, it is pertinent to note however, that
the failure of the state to address these issues, have led to the resultant effect of
neglect. At this point, the internally displaced persons appear to be the most critical
component of the national question in Nigeria. Owing to these facts, some of the
minority groups (Rumuekpe and Aro in Omuchilgwuruta) still believed that they have
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been deprived and excluded in the society due largely on the failure of the Nigeria state
to discharge its responsibilities as demonstrated in its inability to cater for its citizenry
that were involved in identity alienation.

Against this backdrop, this study seeks to examine the nexus between the issues of
ethnic conflict and the problem of internally displaced persons in the Niger Delta,
through narrative profiles of two selected communities’ in lkwerre, Rivers State.

2. Theoretical Framework

Human Needs Theory (HNT) was adopted as our theoretical framework for analysis in
this work. Its adoption was based on what it represents in conflicts. This theory was
inclined to streamline the exigencies of ethnic conflict and the internally displaced
persons. Though, this consideration was not for its inherent vigor and understanding,
but also for the wide-ranging and enduring nature of its supposition, given that man’s
intrinsic need to rule by all means possible is being considered to be essential in his
peace and happiness. Human Needs Theory (HNT) was developed in the 1970s and
1980s as a holistic theory of human behavior. Given the different behaviours peculiar or
attributed to man, the theory was premised on the foundation that a certain basic needs
of man is assumed to be met in order to preserve stable societies. Scholars like Abraham
Maslow, John Burton, Marshall Rosenberg and Manfred Max-Neef are known to be the
proponents of the theory. As Burton states:

It is expected that the human relationships among people at all social levels are
geared towards the satisfaction of their primordial and universal needs such as security,
identity, recognition and development. Inadvertently, they engage in such struggle in
order to have firm control over their environment which will guarantee the satisfaction
of these basic needs. This strive is inevitable as it works with individual identities
(Burton, 1990).

Accordingly, the theory shows that humans react aggressively whenever they are
denied of their basic needs. These basic needs include physical, psychological, social and
spiritual, etc. It shows that an attainment to one of these needs is likely to deny access
to the provision of another. For instance, an achievement to freedom of human dignity
could make people act differently thereby instigating violent. Some prominent needs of
the theories include Maslow’s theory of Motivation, Burton’s Human Needs theory,
Gurr’s thesis on Relative Deprivation, etc (Faleti, 2007). Human Needs Theory, therefore,
is the understanding that violent behavior and clashes are the consequences of some
challenges found in our institutions and social norms resulting from incompatibility with
innate abilities to satisfy human needs.

In this regard, human needs theorist assert that one of the primary causes of
lingering or intractable conflict is peoples firms strive to achieve their unachievable
needs on the part of an individual, group, and at the societal level. Consequently,
Human Needs Theory present insights to a wide range of peace building processes that
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are involved in distributive justice system (Hauss, 2003), in order to live and attain
wellbeing, by giving more importance to these needs, which are essential to the
wellbeing of individuals in the society. The dissatisfaction and aggrieved nature of these
individuals will inadvertently make them to seek for governments’ intervention for more
just and equitable accommodation to them. This could account for why Marker (2003)
saw Human Needs as non-negotiable.

Human Needs Theory to ethnic conflicts and the problems of internally displaced
persons, involved needs based on citizenship rights for belonging, right to security of
lives and property, identity, justice and integration into the society. In the application of
this theory to ethnic conflicts and the problem of internally displaced persons in an
ethnically diverse society, it enhances a common knowledge about humanity and the
differences between negotiable and non-negotiable issues. Whether the human needs
was satisfied, and the task of satisfying these needs is to develop new methods of
understanding and satisfying them. In a world context where differences are
accentuated in the national question and internally displaced persons in Rivers State, in
the case of Rumuekpe and Aro (Omuchi) Igwurita Ikwerre, what these group are
demanding for justice based on citizenship right in affirmation to the national question
as Ismagilova (1978) pointed out, that the national question includes the elimination of
all outward appearance of ethnic domination and disparity.

This notwithstanding, the ultimate aim of the Human Needs Theory to the crises of
ethnic conflicts and the neglect of internally displaced persons in the region, established
real equality, friendship, and fraternal cooperation with peoples that aims at the
abolition of the exploitation of a region by the other to bring about equity and justice, to
create the sense of belonging on the peoples of the region and to foster national
integration. These problems were made more acute because these groups believed that
they have been denied exclusively of their basic needs in terms of deprivation of
belonging in the community and as well as the failure of the state to meet their needs.
With its application in the restorative justice, it is pertinent in identifying what these
needs are; needs for sense of belonging, justice, participation, inclusion and identity.
Since human needs are essential to life, the social struggle as how these groups relates
in the society and state determines their struggle for identity, justice, survival and
integration. Similarly, since the Human Needs Theory strike the right balance between
the ethnic conflicts and the problems of Internally Displaced Persons, a central issue is
the group security: security of livelihoods, food security, and security of identity,
environmental security and, above all, physical security (Ibeanu, 2001b). Insecurity
occasioned by conflicts is detrimental to life.

3. Ethnic Diversity in the Niger Delta Region of Nigeria

As a multi-ethnic, multilingual and multi-cultural society, the Niger Delta area is
characterized by ethnic pluralism comprising over 20 different ethnic and sub-ethnic
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groups as inhabited by ljaw, Itsekiri, Urhobo, Bini, Isoko, Ukwuani, Ibibio, Efik, Anang,
Ogoni, among others. Many of these ethnic groups traced their origins to the Yorubas,
Igbos, Edos and ljaws. These groups constitute the five major linguistic and cultural
groups in the region (lkime, 1972; Otite, 2000). Based on the 2006 census, the
population of the people in the Niger Delta is over 30 million. Among the ethnic groups
in the region, the ljaw, who are distributed among six states of the Nigerian federation,
constitute the largest single ethnic group in the region and the fourth largest in the
country.

Given its natural location, multi-ethnic, multilingual and multi-cultural character,
the Niger Delta is no stranger to inter and intra communal conflicts. The region is
heterogeneous and multi-culturally diverse area of 7,000 square Kilometers (Tamuno,
1999). There are several inter and intra communal conflicts witnessed in the region due
largely to the unnecessary competition for access to limited resources. Many of such
communal conflicts were resolved through the intervention of the government.
Therefore, the feeling of marginalization by some of these ethnic groups (minority
groups) in the Niger Delta in the fair share and allocation of the nation’s resources was
adduced to be the basis for inter-ethnic crises in the country.

Furthermore, Niger Delta viewed as an ideal type of a heterogeneous and plural
society divided along ethnic, tribal and religious identities lumped together. The region
has been enmeshed in conflicts, violence and terror associated with its heterogeneity
and diversity. Imperatively, Odoemene (2008) conception of ethnic diversity has been a
very powerful force in the socio-economic politics of Nigeria, and is more fervently
exhibited within the indigene-settler dichotomy. The term ‘indigene-ship’ is still
practicable within the country’s ethnic diversity. As Plotnicov (1972) notes, “Owners of
the land” is a statement extensively used to assign the natives of a particular place, even
when they are not original owners of the land. Nonetheless, apart from being a
constitutive component of inter-group politics, ethnicity also has transformative
tendencies, which could produce conflict as well as cooperative outcomes (Du Plessis,
2001).

Consequently, Ethnic diversity, the albatross of many nations, has caused conflicts
and wars all over the world leading to various forms of displacement. It has hindered the
sustainable development of the culture of peace and equity in Nigeria. In the case of the
IDP’s in (Aro camp of Omuchi) Igwuruta, Ikwerre which is our focus, it is still absorbing to
see how ethnic divide and bitterness has played out in present day Rivers State. The
pattern adopted by the people of Rivers was “Abandoned Property” controversy, which
made Igbos to seize their pre-war properties that left hundreds of people displaced in
Igwuruta for decades. In attempt to reclaim their communities, the people (Rivers) have
conscientiously prefixed the name of some of their towns belonging to the Igbos.
Subsequently, “Umuigbo” is “Rumuigbo”, “Umomasi” is now “Rumuomasi”,
“Umuobiakani”, is “Rumuobiakani”, “Umukurushi” is “Rumukurushi” (Effiong, 2012).

The resultant effect of the civil war that lasted for almost three years, 1966-1970
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left devastating effects in the mind of the Aro’s IDP’s of Omuchi which had led to
displacement in the Rivers States. This displacement forced the returnees of the civil war
to abandon their ancestral homes and “Co-habit” their relatives. A scenario that is not
only disgusting but had led to more challenges in the Niger Delta region of the country.
Government of each states in which properties were abandoned, enacted laws to
relinquish the rights, of the property owners. After the civil war, the federal government
of Nigeria also enacted the Abandoned Property Act, 1979, Cap 1, law of the federation
of Nigeria, 1990, respecting to abandoned properties in all the states of the federation.
Old Rivers and Old Cross Rivers States used the term “Abandoned Properties”. The issue
of abandoned properties became a national problem in the sense that after the war
they returned back to Rivers State to start up a new life, only to discover that they have
been deprived of their property. This has remained one of the unresolved issues after
the civil war.

4. Internally Displaced Persons in the Niger Delta

Internally displaced persons in the Niger Delta can be viewed within the context of the
civil war, oil violence militancy, environmental degradation and inter and intra
communal violence. Sequel to the displacement of people in the Niger Delta, there is
limited capacity of the Nigeria state to ascertain the actual figure of the displacement
pattern. Internally displaced persons in the Niger Delta region is associated to conflict
over the distribution of rural projects, elections result crisis and conflict arising from
crude oil exploration in the region. Arguably, environmental conflict in the Niger Delta
constitutes the most important cause of IDP’s not only within the region, but also other
parts of the country. Conflict-triggered internal displacements of persons in Nigeria are a
recurrent phenomenon caused by communal violence, irrespective of the causes. A
dominant perspective on internally displaced persons spearheaded by Kunz, (1973) &
Suhrke (1983) respectively associates the problem with one of forced or involuntary
migration. For them, internally displaced persons are subject to what they described as
“force-subject migration” calculation. In other words, people flee their homes due to no
decision of theirs; they are circumstantially coerced by virtue of the consideration for
safety to relocate to other places within the territorial boundary of the state where they
take residence.

In social relation terms, Ibeanu (1998) raised the following concerns, firstly; the key
factor in any population displacement is group security: under this, he highlighted issues
like security of lives and properties, food security, environmental and identity security.
Secondly; conflict in his analysis is a major issue towards understanding and analyzing
displacement. This he noted that opposition of group interests intrinsic in population
displacement indicates that social rivalry could lead to physical conflicts or violence,
particularly wars. When this occurs, displacement takes place (Ibeanu, 2001b). However,
Ibeanu (1998), observed that displaced people rarely contest and only in few celebrated
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cases in which he mentioned the Ogonis whose oil exploration had brought hardship to
the people living therein. Owing to fears about access to resource, forced displacement
in the oil-producing communities invariably triggered conflicts within these communities
as a result of power tussle. This tussle continued and finally became a war that caused
large trunk of displacements. More so, the attendant conflict in the region between
2003 and 2008 of Rumuekpe was engrossed in an unprecedented and deadly intra
communal clash that claims the lives of hundreds of innocent citizens of the community,
with many more, including the aged ones, displaced. In September 2008, some of the
heaviest clashes in the region between the military and members of the Movement for
the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND), civilians were caught in the crossfire and
two villages were allegedly razed to the ground forcing up to 20,000 people to flee (IRIN,
2008).

Some of the eminent factors that have forced people to leave their homes include
violence between local militia groups and security forces, inter-militia fighting and
widespread destruction of property (Reuters, 2008). Oil-related environmental problems
in the area have also been linked to increased population movements. Inter-communal
conflicts and clashes between the army and militia members in the Niger Delta
continued to be the main direct causes of displacement in 2008. In Bayelsa for instance,
the Ewama community of about 8,000 persons have been displaced for 10 years,
following the total destruction of the town by Okpoama community, over chieftaincy
dispute (Opukri & Ibaba, 2008). In Delta State, the ljaw-Itsekiri conflict, which resulted
from the relocation of Warri South Local Government headquarters from Ogbe-ljaw to
Igidigben, displaced thousands of people on both sides. The displacement of people and
villages when oil spillages occur is another social problem occasioned by the oil industry.
The displacement of Igolu village in Isoko land were resulted from the massive spillage in
1973 at Shell’s location had untold physical and psychological impact on the people as
well rendering them displaced. In the same vein, the September 1999 oil spillage
disaster at Ekakpamre also in Delta State impacted on the people negatively. In Rivers
state for over 10 years, youth leadership tussle and chieftaincy title right in Rumuekpe
caused hundreds of thousand people to be displaced. These entire events therefore
show that displacement is inevitable in the Niger Delta. From the above, it is expedient
to note that conflict is generally a dominant cause of internal displacement. The
question is, to what extent has the ethnic conflicts been able to address these issues of
IDP’s in the Niger Delta region.

5. Material and Method
The study adopted the survey design, Kerlinger (1973), considered survey research as
social scientific research that focuses on people, the vital facts of people, and their

beliefs, opinions, attitudes, motivations and behavior., in order to test our hypotheses,
the study utilized both primary and secondary data. In line with the survey design we
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therefore involved descriptive research used for the collection of data from the
representative sample of the target population. Descriptive research is concerned with
the accurate description of the variables in the problem formulated and causal research
specifies the functional relationship between the variables in the problem formulated. In
the same vein, the present study has a cross sectional research design in the sense that
observation was done at various points in time in observing what is happening to
sample subjects or variables without any attempt to manipulate or control them using
descriptive design (Asika, 1991). This type of design involves the observation of the
sample or cross-section of a population/phenomenon which are made at some point in
time (Babbie, 2007). Cross-sectional survey design is usually adopted in both exploratory
and descriptive research.

" ‘-\-l.- 'xl- 'x!.- 'xn

Where: X is the independent manipulable variable that is not manipulated.

To Asika (1991), the descriptive involves one-time observation of independent and
non-manipulated variables. We applied the self-report technique of data collection in
generating information from the IDPs of Igwuruta, (Aro camp in Omuchi community),
and Rumuekpe. The primary data were obtained through questionnaires, Oral
interviews and focused group discussion (FGD) sessions were deployed to source
primary data for the study with some of the community indigenes and residence in the
study sites which are Igwuruta and Rumuekpe, in lkwerre, Rivers states who
experienced the displacement and who were knowledgeable on the displacement in
these communities. We equally conducted unstructured interview with the president
and secretary of these communities. The questionnaire was designed in such a manner
that it contained both open-ended and closed-ended questions in order to enable the
respondent’s to air their opinion on the subject of the study to ensure that the fullest
possible data were generated.

The study was carried out in Igwuruta (Aro camp in Omuchi community), and
Rumuekpe, Rivers State where a total of 8,188 internally displaced persons are found in
both communities. At the time of this study the population of IDPs in Igwuruta (Aro
camp in Omuchi community), was estimated to be six hundred and eighty eight (688) by
the secretary, and that of Rumuekpe seven thousand and five hundred (7500) persons.
Therefore, the study make use of Purposive and snowball sampling methods was used
and data was collected from a sample of three hundred and sixty-seven (367) IDPs,
comprising of the leaders and secretary of the camp and community to reach other IDPs.
The study used purposive sampling because the researcher wanted to interview people
who were relevant to the research question (Brymann, 2004). Henning (2004) maintains
that purposive sampling and snowball sampling are related and have one common
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denominator: “the people most suitable to ‘wander with’ on the research journey are
selected at the time they are needed”. Fifteen people were interviewed during the elite
interviewer session and were purposely selected by the researcher based on the
position, knowledge and experience on the topic of research. The participants consist of
IDPs and host communities. The idea was to get them to describe and discuss their
experiences of the conflict that lead to the displacement. The sampling population was
chosen from the community level, the participants represented individuals who were
investigated according to problem formulation. The two target communities included
Aro camp IDPs living within the hosting community premise of Omuchi community in
Igwuruta, and Rumuekpe, in Rivers states. Four FGDs session were conducted; 2 sessions
in Igwuruta (Aro community camp in Omuchi community), and 2 sessions in Rumuekpe
with sample sizes of 6, 8 and 7, 6, respectively. The Focus Group Discussion (FGD) guide
was used as a supportive instrument to explore IDP’s opinion towards the neglect and
marginalization. Therefore a total of 27 respondents participated in this study. As can be
seen, the discussants that constituted the groups vary. The standard number adopted
for the study was seven but in case where the target could not be achieved, 6 were
made the minimum.

In this study, a multi-method approach was used. Data gathered from observations,
focus group discussion; individual interviews and document analysis supplement each
other as part of data analysis. We made use of the descriptive and inferential statistics
to analyze data from questionnaire. Descriptive statistics like percentages and frequency
tables were used in characterizing respondents. Chi-square (X?) was also used to
determine the frequency tables and percentages adopted in the analysis of the
gualitative data, emphasis were placed on the interpretation of written document. Since
both our research question and hypotheses border on the test of significance the use of
chi-square is justified.

6. Results
This section contains data presentation and analyses of the findings from the survey
conducted, followed by data computation. Further, the section is concerned with the

empirical verification of our research hypothesis.

Table 1: Community Distribution of Respondents

Community Returned completed Returned uncompleted Not Returned Total
Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage
Rumuekpe 380 72.09 8 2.43 9 3.21 395 76.50
Igwuruta 215 23.06 3 0.32 6 2.13 217 23.50
Total 595 95.15 11 2.75 15 5.34 612 100

Source: Field Research, 2020
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The table above shows the order in which the questionnaires were distributed to the
various communities sampled. Out of the 612 questionnaires distributed, 395 were
given to Rumuekpe which represent 76.50%. However, 390 were returned; out of which
380 representing 76.50% were duly completed; while 6 representing 2.13% were
inappropriately completed and were considered unsuitable for the study. Besides, 9
representing 3.21% were not returned. On the other hand, 217 questionnaires were
administered in Igwuruta (Aro camp in Omuchi community) representing 23.50% of the
sample. However, 216 were returned, out of which 215 representing 23.06% were duly
completed, while 3 representing 0.32% was inappropriately completed thereby making
them unsuitable for the study; while 5 representing 1.36% were not returned. Hence, a
total of 600 were sent back and appropriately completed. In total, 600 representing
94.82% approximately 95% were returned from both communities duly completed.

The study therefore made use of a total of 600 duly completed and returned
guestionnaires. According to Bailey (1982:165) a response figure of at least fifty percent
(50%) should be sufficient for analysis of data, a figure of sixty percent (60%) can be
seen as “good” and a figure of seventy percent (70%) can be seen as “very good”. It is
clear from table 2 above that the research had a good response rate at 95% response
rate. Thus, we have a high degree of confidence in the representativeness of the survey.

Hypothesis One:

The crises of Ethnic Conflicts in the Niger Delta region accounts for the neglect of
internally displaced persons in the region.

Table 2: Was there a problem with the management/treatment of Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs) after the conflict?

Community/Response Rumuekpe Igwuruta Total
Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage
Yes 345 68.55 89 29.26 4.54 95.72
No 6 1.23 3 0.46 6 2.25
Undecided 12 3.76 7 1.52 16 6.02

Source: Field Research, 2020

Information in this table revealed that 68.55% in Rumuekpe and 29.26% in Aro camp in
Omuchi Igwuruta representing a sum of 95.72% agreed that there was a problem with
the IDP’s treatment after the conflict. They argued that there was total neglect of the
IDP’s by the government while 1.23% in both communities responded no to the
guestion and 6.02% in both Rumuekpe and Igwuruta were unable to decide if there was
such a claim to the above question.
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Table 3: Do you think IDPs should be given the right to participate in the social and
political process in a community where they found themselves different from their
habitual place of residence?

_ Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage

Yes 161 43.46 65 16.25 234 56.78
No 92 30.00 48 13.22 138 46.23
Undecided 31 8.86 16 4.18 49 11.94

Source: Field Research, 2020

Table 3 shows that 56.78% respondents in both communities asserted that IDP’s should
be given the right to participate in the social and political process in the community
where they found themselves, 46.23% did not, while 11.94% were undecided in their
responses.

Chi-Square Table
of 196 145 47 600

Ef 124 124 124
Significant, p = 0.05

Since the calculated value (93.17) at 5% level of significance and degree of freedom (df)
is greater than the tabulated value (3.84), we therefore, reject the null hypotheses (H,),
and accept the alternative hypotheses, which state that the crises of National Question
in the Niger Delta region has not accounts for the neglect of internally displaced persons
in the region.

Hypothesis Two: The ethnic diversity character of the Niger Delta region is
implicated in the problem of internally displaced persons in the region since the civil
war.

Table 4: Any form of challenges/abuse in terms of victimization/marginalization?

_ Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage

Yes 425 75.00 124 32.00 465 94.30
No 00 0.00 00 0.00 00 00.00
Undecided 14 4.18 05 0.69 17 4.85

Source: Field Research, 2020
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The table 4 above shows that 94.30% of the respondent agreed that they were been
biased in the community, 0.69% of the respondents disagreed, while 4.85% were
undecided in their responses in both communities.

Table 5: Has there been any form of segregation of the IDPs in the community?

_ Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage

Yes 342 77.47 97 32.16 461 97.33
No 7 3.48 6 2.17 15 4.63
Undecided 6 0.63 2 0.36 30 0.79

Source: Field Research, 2020

The information from the above table shows that 97.33% respondent are of the view
that, they were segregated; 4.63% disagree with the question while 0.79% tentative of
the responses. The various responses of the group discussion in Aro camp in Igwuruta
give plausibility to the responses that their residential segregation poses a secondary
tier of social exclusion. That ethnic segregation does affect their access to opportunities
in the community.

Chi-Square Table
of 284 167 49 430
Ef 211 211 211

Significant, p = 0.05

Since the calculated value (77.68) at 5% level of significance and degree of freedom (df)
is greater than the tabulated value (4.84), we therefore, reject the null hypotheses (H,),
and accept the alternative hypotheses, which state that ethnic diversity character of the
Niger Delta region is not implicated in the problem of internally displaced persons in the
region since the civil war.

7. Discussion

The basic argument of the study is premised on the fact that the problem of IDP’s in the
Niger Delta region has become a fundamental issue of the national question in
addressing the peculiarity encountered in the region. The study therefore argues that
the problem of internally displaced persons in Rivers State is as a result of the wrong
institutionalization of policy by the state and poor state management. Hence, the
deformities of the state and federal system has necessitated the neglect and deprivation
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of the people and the agitation is hinged on the assumption that the state could release
the necessary resources needed for the development of these IDP’s in the state.
Therefore, social displacement where minority right is been accentuated is the cause of
dissatisfaction and the aggrieved group is denied of social equilibrium of
accommodation. It is instructive to note that with the differentiation of group interest,
there is spatial separation of social exclusion of IDP’s in the community where they
found themselves. And in a situation whereby some groups are alienated from the
society of not being an ancestral home called to be an indigene of the land, they are
socially, politically and economically segregated, inactive participation due to an
ethnically biased system whereby the right to actively participate in a community is
denied for an inclusionary right to succession of indigene-ship. Therefore, there is bound
to be a fragmentation of marginalization, alienation and social exclusion.

Imperatively, we can boldly state that National Question has not been able to
remedy the problem of IDP’s in Nigeria, in the sense that these groups are not
integrated where they found themselves in other community order than theirs, deprived
of their social needs. Similarly, in order to grapple with the issue of ethnicity in the Niger
Delta region, IDP’s has been a fundamental consequences of an ethnically diverse region
in connection to Caldderon (2010) affirmation, that suggested that, displacement
typically brings diversity to a community, which may not be necessarily welcomed to the
host community. In addressing the main research questions of the study, therefore
revealed the narratives of belonging, of return to the original place of residence and of
identity .While these IDPs strive to be perceived as the same members of the local
society, rejecting labeling themselves as “displaced”, at the same time, they
acknowledge that they don’t belong were they are but elsewhere. Hence, from the
study, the result of our findings validated the hypotheses of the study. However, in the
findings, this study shows that IDP’s status separates internally displaced persons from
other co-citizens by social markers and thus gives them a certain identity.

Nevertheless, one of the most dominant narratives among IDPs was related to the
sense of segregation and stigmatization generated by the local community. It is
important to note that in most narratives of the interviewees the experiences of
marginality are present, though the form of the responses is different. The IDP’s label
distinguishes their collective identity from the rest of the population and thus highlights
their disconnectedness from the locals. Despite the co-ethnicity with their hosts they are
differentiated, not just by dispossession and exile, but by the current dwelling type.
Living in the collective centers creates certain stigma of temporariness. The segregation
once again draws the boundary line between locals and IDP’s and intensifies the margins
between “us” and “them” and thus strengthens the IDP’s sense of connectedness to the
displaced population. The Nigerian state has become an instrument used to pursue
regional, ethnic, religious, class, clan and other special interests. As a result, it has
become deeply embroiled in social struggles as an instrument of some groups acting
against others. In particular, it has become authoritarian because the groups that
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control it resist demands to broaden the base of power and participation in it (Ibeanu,
1993 p. 3; Okoye, et al, Forthcoming). This has had a profound impact on the character
of conflict. Conflict and insecurity characterized by state violence constitute a principal
factor in population displacement in Nigeria.

8. Conclusion

The work argues that government should take necessary steps to stop the
discriminatory practice of the IDP’s that has settle in a given community and the
minority question of separation of not belonging should be eroded and as well meeting
the need of these deprived group. The ethnic group differences in Nigeria have
therefore contributed to the deepening crisis of the Nigerian state. The true character of
the Nigerian state made it possible that its elite have contributed immensely to these
challenges. This could explain why many of the policies established to solve the
problems failed. It needs to be underscored that the impact of internally displaced
persons extends beyond those displaced to disrupt whole communities and societies.
Therefore, for the desired unity and peaceful integration and progress to be attained in
Nigeria, the State must deal with issue of ethnicity, discrimination by “indigene” against
“non- indigene” while doing more to restructure the polity.
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