E-ISSN 2240-0524 Journal of Educational and Social Research Vol 11 No 4
ISSN 2239-978X www.richtmann.org July 2021

Research Article

L} 7 -
5> RICHTMANN

PUBLISHING © 2021 Hamza Mohammad Da’san and Rula Odeh Alsawalqa.
This is an open access article licensed under the Creative Commons

Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/)

Received: 8 April 2021 / Accepted: 5 June 2021 / Published: 8 July 2021

The Relationship between University Students’ Perceptions of
Terrorism and Academic Specializations

Hamza Mohammad Da’san

Social Researcher, Master Degree,
The University of Jordan,
Aljubeiha, Amman 11942, Jordan

Rula Odeh Alsawalqga

Associate professor, Department of Sociology,
The University of Jordan,
Aljubeiha, Amman 11942, Jordan

DOI: https://doi.org/10.36941/jesr-2021-0096
Abstract

By conducting a set of quantitative surveys, this study aimed to detecting the correlation between Jordanian
University students’ perceptions of terrorism and a variety of demographic variables. The results revealed that
the majority of students viewed terrorism as the most heinous crime, and is never justified, and that terrorists
are hard-core criminals, separatist groups that want to weaken the unity of the country. Therefore, they should
be treated as traitors and punished as they pose a threat to national interest, and the safety and security of
citizens. While a few of student indicated that there are some terrorist activities’ as a repercussion of repressed
needs and the demands of society, it should however be managed and the violations committed by states
against their nationals be confronted with the aim of eliminating injustices to vulnerable citizens. Most
students believe that poverty and material deprivation are of the most prominent causes of terrorism. They
also stress the necessity of providing food security and optimal life for citizens to limit the spread of the
phenomenon of terrorism and achieve societal solidarity to save human lives and stability of communities.
Furthermore, the results confirmed that there are no academic specializations, age, sex, academic level, and
monthly income statistically significant differences in perceptions of the terrorism among university students.

Keywords: Terrorism, Education, University education, SMAT, Jordan

1. Introduction

Terrorism is considered a complicated multi-faceted phenomenon and is an increasingly threatening
global challenge; of which acts, and practices are committed by groups not representing the people nor
acting on behalf of them through disruptive, dictatorial, and dominant practices, since terrorists have
illegal objectives (AL-Hasan, 2008). Oxford dictionary defines terrorism as the use of terror to achieve
political goals (Al-Zubaidi & Al-Helo, 2015), while article 1 of the Arab Convention on the Suppression
of Terrorism of 1998 defined it as each act of violence or threat of any purposes or justifications; which
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occurs for implementing an individual or joint criminal project, and aims at terrifying people by hurting
them or making their lives, freedoms or security subject to risk, causing damage to the environment or
one of the public or private facilities and properties or occupying them, or making any of the national
resources subject to risk (Al-Sawalgh, 2019).

Often the term “terrorism” tends to affirm the intention of terrorists who cause terror and fear
among a targeted public rather than the harms caused (Krueger & Malec kova, 2003). According to
White (2020), terrorism is generally defined as "a form of politically motivated violence and
intimidation, using communication strategies to amplify its intended effect of causing terror” (p.8: vii).
It also, means “premeditated, politically motivated violence perpetrated against noncombatant targets
by subnational groups or clandestine agents, usually intended to influence an audience” (Krueger &
Malec“kova, 2003: p 120). On the other hand, Brents & Mshigeni (2004) points out that terrorism is one
of many tactics potentially used by any social movement to achieve political ends.

The concept of terrorism is applied to a large variety of groups with different goals and origins.
Terrorists are not irrational actors; they may follow their own rationalities based on extremist
ideologies or specific terrorist logics. The extremist ideologies of a secular or religious nature are often
adopted as a consequence of political or personal reasons (Borum, 2003: p 5)

Terrorism may be an individual or collective act, and its scope may be national, regional or
international, while it has varied means and mechanisms such as using different forms of violence,
explosives and car bombs, assassinations and abduction, sabotage of the significant and active political
and economic entities, tunnels, bridges, hotels, embassies and transportation stations. Terrorism
appears in different forms stemming from its motives or means used by the terrorist whether individual
or group; as it might be a doctrinal terrorism that is resulting from ideologizing religious texts for
serving a certain class interest behind that ideologization, or even resulting from the extremism that
results in excluding holders of contrary doctrines or ideologies, in addition to the ideological terrorism
which is a type of terroristic acts that are committed before violent acts, and means an ideology that is
believing in not respecting the others’ opinion while preventing them from their right of the freedom
of expression and doctrine, where it restricts mindsets and freedoms such as racism, sectarianism,
atonement, violation to human rights, dictatorial policies and violation to women's rights. Biological
terrorism falls under intellectual terrorism and means intentionally spreading viruses, bacterial, toxic,
and harmful factors that result in human, animals or plants illness or death (Al-Sawalgh 2019, Tauzend
2014, Anderson 2018).

Terrorism can occur in wealthy and poor countries, in democracies or authoritarian states
(Borum, 2003). The most prominent motives behind terrorism represented in economic deprivation;
i.e. in situations of poverty and inequality inside the country, social factors such as the spread of
financial and administrative corruption, lack of education that leads to intellectual exploitation by
extremists, deteriorated healthcare and health services, social exclusion, absence of social justice, and
political factors related to political violence and deprivation, reduced political participation and lacking
political freedom especially in the semi-open societies (partial democracies), return of counter-
revolutionary waves and former regimens with their autocratic aspects, oppressive features and
vengeful desires, which paves the way for practicing terroristic acts (Al-Sawalgh 2019, Krieger &
Meierrieks 2011). Some psychologists found understanding terrorism in terms of political and group
dynamics and processes rather than terms of individual ones, and concern in the meaning of individual
subconscious fear of death and personal significance, may help to explain some aspects of terrorist
actions and people’s reactions because of it (DeAngelis, 2009). Borum (2003: p5) indicates that there is
a set of preconditions and precipitants for the emergence of various forms of terrorism, Therefore,
terrorism has no single root cause or a common set of causes.

The multiplicity of the motives causes or preconditions of terrorism, and the diversity of terrorist
activities, have an impact on the different perceptions and attitudes of the public regarding terrorism.
Several factors have played a prominent role in directing public opinion on terrorism. Abdullah et al.
(2012) found that the ethnicity and religiosity have important bearings toward political violence and
terrorism, and gender, race, religion, and occupation play a part in determining perception on acts of
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terror. Based on the structural equation model, Ekici & Akdogan (2020) found that the external powers
and religion are the major factors in the formation of terrorism perceptions. Freis-Beattie (2020) argues
that the US public’s fear of terrorism is not just a fear of violence but instead reflects racial tensions
and anxieties in a rapidly changing world.

Usually, terroristic groups look for supporters among the educated youth at schools and
universities; for being open to exchanging opinions and conversations while refining intellect after
formation. Krueger & Malec“kova (2003) indicates that terrorist organizations may prefer to select
those who have a better education, and a high level of educational attainment can predict one’s
commitment to a cause and determination, and a signal of a person's ability to prepare for a terrorist
assignment and carry it out. This imposes increased responsibility on the educational institution for
confronting acts of attracting students to the terroristic groups. Quartermaine (2014) pointed out to
UK Counter-Terrorism Strategy, known as Prevent (2011), which confirmed that the education system
needs to include certain counter-terrorism measures into their administrative and teaching
procedures. It is worth mentioning that the outburst of the global terrorism in 1968 resulted from the
failure of the students’ revolution and movements spread globally in the sixties of the last century,
known as the Global Youth Movement, since terroristic violence incidents along with the resulting
losses increased since 1968 as a result of the emergence of some highly dangerous terroristic
organizations among students, such as the Bader Meinhof Komplex (Ahmad 2018, Khalil 2002).

Education is one of the terrorism confrontation means, because of its role played in creating
generations that have open intellect and aware mindsets capable to face destructive ideas spread by
the terroristic and extremist groups, and because of the importance of educational curricula in raising
society awareness in a way that contributes in enabling society members of avoiding terroristic and
extremist groups (Kofi Annan Foundation, 2017). Hertog & Gambetta (2017) concluded having a strong
relationship between the experimental scientific specializations and endeavor towards terrorism or
extremism practiced by the Islamic Radical Groups. While Kurger & Maleckova (2003) concluded that
focusing on education as a mean for eliminating terrorism is not actually supported by field evidence,
and neither does poverty or education have a direct, causal impact on terrorism. While the study of
each of Al-Sharari (2007) and Al-Thawabah and Al-Harahsheh (2009) concluded having no relation
between the trends of university students and their academic specialization and year. Within the same
context; the current study aims at indicating the relationship between the Perceptions of students at
the University of Jordan and their academic specializations.

2. Research Questions

Three research questions were developed to guide the research process, they are:

RQ1: What are the attitudes of the University of Jordan students towards terrorism?

RQz2: Are there statistically significant differences in the mean perceptions for the University of
Jordan students on the (SMAT) according to academic specializations ?

RQ3: Are there statistically significant differences between the perceptions of students at the
University of Jordan towards terrorism with each of the following variables: (age, sex, academic level,
monthly income)?

3. Methods
3.1 Research Design

A quantitative research approach was used to collect and analyze the data, which was gathered from
Stratified random samplings electing respondents using a questionnaire that was self-administered.
The questionnaire included demographic questions (students’ academic level, academic
specializations, age, sex, monthly income). Results were obtained and analyzed to providing insight for
future studies.
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3.2 Participants
As shown in Table 1, the study participants were male and female University of Jordan B.A students.
Their ages ranged between 18 and 26 years, during the 2019-2020 Academic level. A stratified sample

was selected which reached (400) students.

Table 1: Demographics of the sample

Demographics Categories N %
Male 200 %50
Sex Female 200 %50
Total 400 %100
20-18 125 31.3%
Age 23-21 199 49.8%
26-24 76 19.0%
Academic discipline Scientiﬁc. 200 Yos0.0
Humanities 200 %50.0
First 64 16.0%
. Second 73 18.3%
Academic year Third p %13.8
Fourth 208 %52.0
Under 750 237 %s59.2
Monthly income 751-1,000 80 %20
JD 1,001-1,250 1 %2.8
1,251 and over 72 %018

3.3 Measure

We used The Scale Measuring Attitude towards Terrorism (SMAT) developed by Sanyal (2018),
consisting of 40 items. Participants rated each item using a five-point Likert scale (ranging from:
(strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree), the values of the arithmetic means will be treated as follows
with regards to the quintuple gradation: 3.67 and above is high, 2.34 - 3.66 is medium, and 2.33 and
below is low.

3.4 Data analysis

To perform the statistical analysis, we used SPSS-22 software. Descriptive statistics including frequency
distribution and percentage of the data were used to present the demographic characteristics of the
respondents. Pearson's correlation coefficient was also used to measure the strength and direction of
the association between items the scales. Independent Samples T Test was used to determine if there
exists a significant difference between variables, and One-way analysis of variance (ANOVA). This scale
Cronbach Alpha coefficient value was 0.78, there by indicating high reliability. A scale is considered
reliable if the value of the latter coefficient is greater than 0.60 (Sekaran & Bougie, 2016). The skewness
coefficient values for all the study’s variables were less than 1; that mean the study data were normally
distributed (Hair et al., 2013). To further test this distribution, we also conducted Kurtosis tests. All the
survey variables were normally distributed (Hair et al., 2013). Furthermore, the KOLMOGOROV-
SMIRNOVA test’s results showed the lack of statistically significant differences for all themes
(independent and dependent) at the a=o0.05 significant level that meant all the items were normally
distributed. To assess construct validity, Pearson’s correlation was employed to demonstrate that the
item-total correlation amongst items were found to be acceptable, as the majority of the items had
good correlation with other items except for a few exceptions. The item-total correlations were found
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to be within .30 to .54 and can be considered acceptable (de Vaus, 2004). Table 2 showed that.

Table 2: Inter-item (SMAT) Pearson correlations

N.Items Pearson’s r N. Items Pearson’s r N. Items Pearson’s r
1 0.043 14 0.103 27 0.157
2 0.33 15 0.153 28 0.264
3 0.359 16 0.078 29 0.1
4 0.226 17 0.26 30 0.261
5 0.058 18 0.299 31 0.121
6 0.099 19 0.131 32 0.335
7 0.197 20 0.144 33 0.425
3 0.348 21 0336 34 0357
9 0.234 22 0.415 35 0.26
10 0.166 23 0.288 36 0.341
1 -0.015 24 0.351 37 0.19
12 0.054 25 0.433 38 0.125
13 0.056 26 0.196 39 0.298
40 0.071
4. Results

4.1 Research Question 1: What are the attitudes of the University of Jordan students towards terrorism?

To evaluate the perceptions for the university of Jordan students towards terrorism, we measured the
mean and frequency distribution of (40) items asked of Jordanian students. The finding table 3 showed
that the overall mean of the sample’s attitudes towards all the items study scale (SMAT) is moderate
(M=3.042; SD= 0.2396).

Table 3: Mean and Standard Deviation of the perceptions towards terrorism Levels Among university
students

(SMAT) Items M SD

1. Terrorism is never justified 4.46 1.052
2. Terrorism means to finish tyranny or kill a tyrannical person, therefore it should be supported 157 1041
3. Terrorists are misguided, unemployed frustrated youth, Govt. should consider their demand 2.78 1.326
sympathetically

4. Execution of terrorists is absolutely not justified because they are always fighting in poor’s interest 1.88 1.117
5. Most of the terrorists are hard-core criminals. They should be punished in national interest 418 1.037

6. Terrorist disregard constitutional right in their personal interest, therefore they should be treated 4.18 1.035
as a traitor.

7. Activities of extremists(terrorist) are exaggerated by mass media 3.06 1178
8. Political violence is necessary for social change 2.23 1021
9. I keep friends of extremist ideology 214 0.928
10. On the whole, terrorists are honest 1.82 0.94
11. Terrorism cannot be regarded as a rational method of dealing with the national problems 421 1129
12. The public will feel less secure if strong steps were not taken against terrorism 4.5 0.858
13. Every terrorist irrespective of his/her offence should be punished 416 1015
14. Terrorists are social misfits and are dangerous to the society, therefore it is best to execute them  3.49 1.317
15. It would not bother me if my friends were terrorists 177 1.219
16. Any person man or woman young or old who threaten the integrity of the country should be 41 1053
punished strongly

17. Statistics show that terrorism is the repercussion of repressed needs and demands of society, it 3.7 1176

should however be handled
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18. We cannot call ourselves civilized as long as we have terrorist activities in the country 317 1184
19. Terrorism is the most heinous crime of our time 4 119
20. Terrorist activities hindered the routine of the people 3.5 1187
21. Herculean task of terrorists frequently attract me 178 1052
22. Terrorism may be brutal but it is the best way to streamline national policies 1.68 0.894
23. Terrorism is basically unjustified but it is necessary under the present context 177 0.96
24. Because terrorists are more politically conscious people their activities are rational 1.68 0.938
25. Without political violence constructive change is not possible 2.21 1.265
26. Rather than going to execute terrorists, society should try to help them through treatment 3.21 1.265
27. Terrorists are separatist groups and they want to weaken the unit of the country 3.96 1.064

28. When society sentences a terrorist, we ourselves become terrorists and thereby a vicious circle of 2.83 1.22
moral culpability starts to function

29. Terrorism is worst senseless violence, it should be condemned 3.98 122
30. It does not make any difference to a common man whether Govt. curbed the terrorist activities or 2.24 1.258
not

31. I worry a lot about terrorist activities 3.4 1241
32. A frustrated man has right to rebel against the state 194 1058
33. Later or sooner people will know about the importance of political violence, and they will 2.09 1.037
gradually accept it

34. Terrorists’ ultimate goal is polis political, they do not harm common people 2.36 1.236
35. Mastermind behind the terrorism are foreign extremist ideology and Govt. should alarm the 3.64 106
people

36. Terrorism is the by-product of social upheaval, so it is bound to occur in a developing society 3.42 111

37. Political motivation or ideology is used as rationality of behavior by terrorist, though violence isa 3.88 0.95
natural phenomenon

38. I feel anguish when some people advocate the ideology of terrorists 3.86 1122
39. A cowardly person can only support non-violence in present times 2.64 1135
40. I firmly support the philosophy of non-violence 3..42 0.24
Total (SMAT) Score 3.042 0.24

4.2 Research Question 2: Are there statistically significant differences in the mean perceptions for the
University of Jordan students on the (SMAT) according to academic specializations ?

We evaluated the statistically significant differences in perceptions of terrorism among students’
according to academic specializations through independent samples T Test. As shown in Table 4, there
are no statistically significant differences in the mean perceptions of terrorism on the (SMAT) between
students of different academic specializations.

Table 4: Independent Sample T-Test for perceptions terrorism differences in academic specializations
among university student

Academic specializations N Mean SD t df sig
Scientific 200 2.68 3490 Loo 011 0.0000
Humanities 200 2.64 0.349 007 314 0.0000

4.3 Research Question 3: Are there statistically significant differences between the University of Jordan
students ‘attitudes towards terrorism with each of the following variables: (age, sex, academic level,
monthly income)?

Table (5) shows that the Independent Sample T-Test showed no significant effect for sex. Also, table (6)

shows, through a one-way ANOVA, that there are no age, sex, academic level, monthly income statistical
significant differences in the mean perceptions of terrorism on the (SMAT) among university students.
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Table 5: Independent Sample T-Test for perceptions of terrorism differences in sex among university
students

Academic Specializations N Mean SD t sig
Male 200 2.695 0.353
Female 200 2.638 0324 1.646 0.101

Table 6: ANOVA Results of the demographic variables

Variable Variance Sum of Squares F Mean Square T Sig.
Between Groups 1.593 8 0.199

Age Within Groups 43.413 383 0.113 1757 | 0.084
Total 45.005 391
Between Groups .064 3 0.021

Academic year Within Groups 44.942 388 0.16 0.183 | 0.908
Total 45.005 391
Between Groups 0.109 3 0.036

Monthly income Within Groups 44.896 388 0.116 0.315 0.815
Total 45.005 301

5. Discussion

Terroristic groups might be looking for supporters among the educated youth especially at the
educational institutions, schools, institutes, and universities for being the places of youth gathering,
learning, discussing, and refining and forming intellect, which entitles the educational institutions of
increased liability for confronting the movements attracting students, since the intellectual and
political currents and movements are created in the first place among the youth. The educational
systems in the Arab countries usually depend on instruction, repetition and memorization without
even activating the role of mind in analysis and criticism among students, which makes students as
recipients who accept everything provided by the professor, while being more susceptible to accepting
some of the terroristic groups ideas or beliefs, thus joining them to commit their acts without even
thinking about or analyzing the results; while annulling the mind function (Al-Yousef, 2006) .

Terrorist activities have a destabilizing impact causing distress and fear amongst the population
(Rubaltelli et al. 2018). The media plays an important role in shaping perceptions about the fear of
terrorism; White (2020) confirms that the media’s relationship with regards to terrorism is a strong
contribution. Media can and sometimes does contribute to the recruitment and mobilization of
violence, and has a power to both amplify and suppress the social and psychological effects of terrorism,
e.g.; levels of fear or social cohesion. Terrorist organizations are exploiting media to formulating,
disseminating the terrorist messages, and spread fear (Al-Ameri, 2013). Freis-Beattie (2020) found that
media coverage fueled the racial tensions and anxieties of terrorism, and mass media content shaped
the fear of violent victimization at the hands of minorities and pervasive. Elmas (2020) emphases, based
on victimization and vulnerability perspectives, that there is a relationship between fear of terrorism
and perceived risk of terrorism, and should not underestimate the influence of individual-level
predictors of fear, crime literature, media exposure, and indirect victimization. According to Ekici and
Akdogan (2020), terrorism perceptions are significant factors in determining social and political policy
responses, and most perceptions become cognitive in individuals at an early age. Moreover, the media
coverage for terrorism-related pictures has negative effects on university students, that the perceived
likelihood of future attacks affected by the interaction between exposure to terrorism pictures and
psychophysiological reactivity stress (Rubaltelli et al. 2018).

One of the reasons behind terroristic groups targeting youth, especially those receiving technical
education and scientific specialization, is for exploiting their skills necessary for implementing their
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terroristic plans; particularly with regards to the social media means, cyber security and manufacturing
developed explosives (Enderlini et al, 2017). Accordingly, a controversial idea is recently spread and
imposed among researchers who provided various interpretations thereof; which is having several
Islamic Jihadists being correlated to scientific specializations; including engineering, medicine,
physics, and other natural and experimental sciences, which clarifies having relation between
specialization and extent of extremism and tendency to violence and terrorism (Khushaib, 2019).

In this context, our results found that there are no academic specializations, age, sex, academic
level, and monthly income statistically significant differences in perceptions of terrorism among
university students. This result is contradictory with the findings of Aricak et al. (2008) which indicate
that there are sex differences in Turkish student’s perception of terrorism in the affective and cognitive
domains. This may be due to the difference in the age group of the sample, as students’ age ranged
from 9 to 15.Also, contradictory with Hertog & Gambetta (2017) who concluded having a strong
relationship between the experimental scientific specializations and endeavor towards terrorism or
extremism practiced by the Islamic Radical Groups. While consistent with the findings of Al-Sharari
(2007) and Al-Thawabah and Al-Harahsheh (2009) concluded having no relation between the trends
of university students and their academic specialization and academic level.

The controversial relationship between education and terrorism is resulting from several
indicators and evidences that include; organizations targeting recruitment of some of the Jihadists of
postgraduates in different fields, including natural and experimental sciences, such as physics,
chemistry, engineering, and communications sciences and engineering, which are obvious evidences
of terroristic organizations targeting the educated categories to join their forces; as a result of their
needs and to keep pace with societies’ development and modernity. This includes having varied forms
of terrorism; since it developed as a result of its members employing modern techniques and natural
sciences in manufacturing explosives, directing terroristic strikes remotely and making bombs, missiles
and explosives, with the potential of using biological terrorism through spreading viruses in particular
countries or public entities, targeting networks’ security, stealing important and confidential
information of states and other terroristic organizations; in order to access some of the targeted
locations by terrorists or benefit from intelligence information of particular states for the purposes of
all forms of terrorism (Khushaib, 2019).

In a study that was republished in a book titled “Jihad Engineers”; both Gambetta & Hertog (2017)
argued of having strong relation between the experimental-scientific specializations and tendency
towards extremism or terrorism practiced by the Islamic radicalistic groups, and that despite difference
in personalities along with the social, economic and geographic conditions of such extremists; that type
of specializations is considered a strong common space that interestingly combines them.

There is another level of explaining the controversial relationship between terrorism and
education, which is related to the technical, informatics and operational needs of terroristic
organizations; such as manufacturing bombs and maintaining security of confidential communication
technology-dependent networks. But this is not an irrevocable statement, nor does it explain the
relation between the level of education and skills that the terroristic organizations aim at having among
the selected individuals; because of having a number of determinants that might prove or deny
relationship; such as: organization strategy of recruitment, whether the organization prefers high
educational level and technical skills of the joining members, or rather seeks increasing level of
membership only. Manufacturing bombs is a small specialized function at the organization, which
makes increasing engineers’ membership unjustified; such as for example the Islamic Resistance
Movement “Hamas”, whereas most bomb creators therein received education in Islamic studies.
However; it is proved that bomb creators form around 10% of the total organization; while engineers
are specialized in most organizational aspects and leading positions, thus the reasons behind that
relationship may not be only related to the state of frustration and discontentment felt by them because
of not having available jobs appropriate for their academic levels in most of the third world countries.
This theory is denied by the other statements related to the extremists emerging in the western
countries and graduating from the most prominent universities; while not being definitely related to
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the technical needs of such organizations, thus reasons behind that relation tend to be correlated to
the nature of specialization itself (Sageman, 2004).

Experimental natural sciences are physical sciences that deal with matter as a subject of research,
and in which the researcher and the researched do not have a single subject similar to the human and
social sciences, thus the first methodology of research is considered more objective and accurate, and
these sciences do not have much space for freedom of opinion and the expression of impression or
opposition along with intellectual argument and mental criticism, since their facts are either white or
black, right or wrong, and there is no place for grey areas in which a lot can tolerate debate, unlike
social and human sciences where opinion, argument, criticism and non-acceptance of the prevailing
axioms are necessary elements for thinking and formulating theories, as they are sciences that greatly
contribute to the formation of the critical spirit of the individual, the skeptical philosophical spirit that
is always questioning and rejecting ready data provided as facts that cannot be debated or refuted.
Therefore, the logic of experimental natural sciences is closer to the logic of extremist groups in their
dual view of the world between right and wrong (Khushaib, 2019).

With regards to university students' perceptions of terrorism, our results revealed that most
Jordanian students viewed terrorism as the most heinous crime, and is never justified, and that
terrorists are hard-core criminals, separatist groups that want to weaken the unity of the country.
Therefore, they should be treated as traitors and punished as they pose a threat to national interest,
and the safety and security of citizens. While a few of student indicated that there are some terrorist
activities’ as a repercussion of repressed needs and the demands of society, it should however be
managed, and the violations committed by states against their nationals must be confronted with the
aim of eliminating injustices to vulnerable citizens. Most students believe that poverty and material
deprivation are of the most prominent causes of terrorism. They also stress the necessity of providing
food security and an optimal life for citizens in order to limit the spread of the phenomenon of
terrorism and achieve societal solidarity to save human lives and stabilize communities. Jordanian
students’ rejection of all kinds of terrorism and its causes is due to the sound social upbringing and the
policy of King Abdullah II that adopts world peace and provides the needs of Jordanian citizens, in
addition to His Majesty's successive directions to the Jordanian governments to spread cultural
awareness towards rejecting extremism, exaggeration and terrorism, nevertheless adopting peaceful
intellect through press interviews and conferences. It is also worth mentioning issuance of the Amman
Message in 2004, in which His Majesty called on the Islamic world to tolerate, unity and fight
extremism.

Ahmed et al. (2018) found that university students’ are concerned about the domestic triggers of
terrorism and students’ place of origin impacts upon the experiences of terrorism. Malik & Batool (2018)
found that students perceived poverty, foreign interference, wrong interpretation of Islamic preaching,
and social injustice as the main causes of terrorism. Furthermore, Ahmad (2019) concluded that the
students of higher educational institutions agreed that extremists’ activities disturbed the daily
functioning of institutions and created fear among learners. There is an interesting finding, which
relates to individual perceptions of terrorism and counter terrorism, Brogan et al. (2020) found that
Americans feel there is little they can do about terrorism and though the government is working to
protect the nation, the public feels the government cannot stop or prevent, terrorist acts from
occurring.

There is an urgent need to enhancing students' perceptions that injustice and economic
deprivation are not justifications for terrorism and harm to others, and that there are other means
instead of intimidation to achieve social justice and achieving the demands of vulnerable and
marginalized groups. "Violence begets violence", "hate begets hate" (King, 2010), and terrorist activities
are not the best means for the development of society. On the contrary, they are devastating to
individuals and society. Peace between citizens and human security is the basis for the stability of
societies. The reality in life is that there will always be radical and extremist groups that will make it
their goal to exploit the innocent for self-gain and justification to obtain and support their ideologies
and actions against honest and innocent members of a society. As with the Covid virus this attempt by
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extremists is not prevented by religion, culture, nationality, gender, or circumstances. Given this fact,
the unfortunate situation of the innocent who strive to live a good and honorable life will always be a
soft target and subject to this exploitation. Unfortunately, many students whom due to their personal
circumstances in life become more vulnerable and easy targets in being persuaded to accept or partake
in the extreme and unjust activities of terrorism. The solid base of a well-balanced family life during
the developing years of a student when having a vacuum or imbalance due to one or more of the
following reasons: unconditional: love, support, understanding, forgiveness, security, fairness, equal
treatment, and recognition of siblings in the family could label them as a soft target to partake in
terrorism. The student could experience an imbalance in their life and to rectify this resort to partaking
in terrorism as this they believe this would fill the vacuum they experience or restore the balance they
so desperately need to be happy. Unknowingly, they will only be exploited more by these self-centered
recruiting agents of terrorism. The developing years for the student in a normal loving and caring family
circle of love, trust, support, security equal treatment and understanding is therefore vital in protecting
them from being easily influenced or intimidated by acts of terrorism.

6. Conclusion

This article investigated the relationship between university students’ perceptions of terrorism and
their academic specializations. It also examined the relationship between age, sex, income, as well as
the academic level and perceptions of terrorism. This study provides information about perceptions of
terrorism at a university level in an Arab country, which has the potential for the development of
policies and solutions that address phenomenon “infodemic” of misinformation the students have
about terrorists and their motivation’s, to create awareness about the causes of terrorism and separatist
groups. Therefore, future studies can further investigate the contradictions between perceptions of
terrorism and academic specializations using different samples, as well as different measures, reflecting
the fact this relation can be understood in different ways. Internationally it is a known fact that youth
are easily influenced and subjected to peer pressures to follow an ideology in order to feel part of the
group, especially if they are unhappy in their current family life and social circles which leaves them
very vulnerable.
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