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Abstract 

 
Purpose: This article examines state of the art or the most recent achievements of Para-diplomacy research in 
international relations. For this reason, the systematic mapping studies (SMS) and the bibliometric analysis 
VOS Viewer carried out stared at articles from 1984 to 2020, as comparison bibliographic articles from countries 
in the Scopus database. Methods: Preliminary analysis was conducted from systematic mapping studies 
followed by bibliometrics of publication content in the Scopus database. A total of 175 documents met the 
criteria for inclusion, starting in 1984, and the dominant author from Europe in journal Scopus Q1 and other 
well-known international journals. The data from the search results are then descriptively analyzed based on the 
journal-title, author, co-author, year of publication country, affiliation, keywords, journal /publication name. 
Results: Researchers from American countries were more productive than Europe and fewer in Asia from 1984 to 
2021. As far as paper European document quality is concerned, American governments have significantly more 
author quality than Asian countries. Conclusion: Although fewer Para-diplomacy articles are published by 
researchers from Asian countries than Europe and America, this is a challenge for Asian researchers. The 
increase in the number of publications over the last ten years has shown that the turmoil of sub-state actors in 
Asian countries has begun to consider implementing regional Para-diplomacy. This is due to a strong push for 
regional progress to open wide-ranging cooperation, either directly or indirectly, with other countries/regions to 
strengthen the objectives of state sovereignty. 
 

Keyword: Para-diplomacy, Systematic Mapping Studies, Bibliometric Analysis VOS Viewer 
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1. Introduction 
 
Para-diplomacy is an instrument for promoting regional identity. It can be explained that the 
emergence of regions as transnational actor results from the reinforcement of sub-state identity. 
Rohan Butler coined the term Para-diplomacy in 1961 and was widely used early in the 1990s 
((Kuznetsov, 2014));((Lequesne & Paquin, 2017))). Para-diplomacy involves sub-state actors such as 
states, provinces, regions, local governments, and cities in their international activities. The concept 
of Para-diplomacy, defined as the fundamental aspect of globalization and regionalization and in 
which sub-state actors have an increasing influence in the political world, was introduced and created 
by Duchacek (1984, 1990) and Soldatos (1990) in the academic debate. Duchacek (1984) describes the 
multi-level Para-diplomacy approach in global relations as no new issue ((Duchacek, 1984)). The 
institutional approach is confirmed because its impact on the structure and activities of the 
international sub-states has changed in the world (Keating, 1999). The research of Para-diplomacy in 
many countries has dramatically evolved in line with the success of globalization and modernization. 
So far, Para-diplomacy studies have been concentrated mainly in Europe and North America. Para-
diplomacy appears in federal and non-federal states as campaigns involving sub-state players in 
complete foreign activities (Cornago, 1999).  

Countries in Europe and America are the primary driving force behind this idea, in comparison 
to countries in Asia directly affected and involved in international affairs. In light of the Québec 
independence campaign and the new federalism of Richard Nixon, interest among sub-state players 
in the international system was early favored(Liu & Song, 2020). In the literature study conducted by 
researchers, a significant increase occurred in the number of Para-diplomacy research articles 
published in the Scopus database over the past ten years. This research is increasingly important 
because it involves sub-state actors to realize regional or state interests as part of its foreign policy 
objectives. The capacity objectives of the sub-state actors are less anarchist and destructive but more 
pragmatic and skilled, through well as more organized and coordinated Para-diplomacy activities. It 
shows that economic globalization, federalism, and decentralization have led to an increase in the 
Para-diplomacy activities of sub-state units. 
 
2. Review of Literature and Theoretical Framework 
 
This article adds to the literature to enhance the existing theoretical framework to better reflect the 
most important dimensions of international actors and broaden the geographical scope of the study 
of Para-diplomacy. This is one of the first academic attempts to carry out a systematic review of the 
existing literature on Para-diplomacy concept and Para-diplomacy dimensions. This research 
identified countries with few published articles on para- diplomacy, such as Asia, with regions or 
countries adjacent to developed countries and directly involved in international affairs. Several 
theoretical and empirical studies published since the 1970s have focused on local government, as 
opposed to non-central government actors such as sub-ministerial sub-units (Keohane & Nye, 1974), 
a legislature(Mansfield & Milner, 1999), and bureaucracy(Slaughter, 2004). This study has tried to 
explain the external activities of local governments and literature on Para-diplomacy provides an 
alternative lens to understand this phenomenon. There are distinct phases to researching the role of 
local government as an international player and this phase focuses on the beginning of the study of 
Para-diplomacy in the 1970s, with a focus on North America, stimulated by the Nixon 
administration's "new federalism" policies in the United States and the independence movement in 
Quebec. 
 
3. Methods 
 
Declaration of ethics: Several systematic literature reviews and mapping studies (SMS) on para-
diplomacy have been published, providing a comprehensive understanding of the role of sub-state 
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actors(Barlow & Craske, 2015). However, there is currently no SMS that can provide a systematic 
understanding of the complexities of para-diplomacy and its dimension(Babar et al., 2017). In this 
study, different systematic reviews were investigated in order to collect knowledge generated across 
various sub-domains of para-diplomacy. This study highlights the existing SMS's objectives and sub-
objectives, as well as information on para-diplomacy issues from various perspectives.  

No approval or informed consent from the Institutional Review Board was required since the 
literature study was conducted. The study was designed as a systematic mapping study and 
bibliometric analysis of a specific topic from a literature database(Purnomo, 2015). The SMS 
(Systematic Mapping Studies) is used to describe the investigation activities conducted in this study. 
SMS depicts high-level research and maps instead of examining detailed research questions (Petersen 
et al., 2008). In other words, SMS may be seen as a means to provide a summary of certain areas of 
research  because it examines detailed information from the SMS-based research  (Kitchenham et al., 
2012) . SMS in the social sciences have increased in recent years, involving challenges in various 
studies and used to describe the type of research activities carried out (Munir & Purnomo, 2019). 

While other sciences have used this method for a long time, it is essential in researching 
international relations. Moreover, it may contribute to further research in the social sciences. Based 
on this study, recommendations are made for scholars who can be an outstanding guide in their 
research of the phenomena of some Para-diplomacy. In comparison to previous research, researchers 
must improve the subject of Para-diplomacy and phenomena, especially developments in third world 
countries. This research utilizes the Scopus database, considering that Scopus is a reputable database 
of recent publications. The data is downloaded at https://www.scopus.com and manually evaluated 
using CSV. The VOS Viewer visualization is used to analyze Para-diplomacy co-occurrence with VOS 
Viewer version 1.6.15 and is downloaded at /vosviewer.com/. 
 
4. Step for Research SMS 
 
The search and analysis process needs to be as accurate as possible to improve the accuracy of SMS 
studies. The method of selecting data sources, implementing strategies to generate search used " K-
strings " ("Para-diplomacy ") and defining exclusion and inclusion criteria is therefore characterized 
in this section. This study took a Petersen et al. search process (2008). Every step has a systemic 
result, and the map is the result of mapping (systematic mapping). Figure 1 shows the whole SMS 
process under Petersen et al.'s (2008) instruction (Petersen et al., 2008).    
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Figure 1: SMS Process 
Source: Researcher 2020 
 
4.1 Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria 
 
Some of the mapping studies exclude irrelevant items and include relevant studies to determine the 
categories for exclusion and inclusion criteria of articles. In other words, it is only appropriate to 
check for relevant articles. The authors used the following criteria in this study to exclude and 
include articles (Table 1). Articles from peer-reviewed journals and conference articles examining the 
paradigm were the principal criteria for inclusion for articles considered as SMS data. 

Discussion/opinion papers, which rely on secondary data, remain involved in the study of 
international relations and Para-diplomacy published in journals. In contrast, articles that do not 
include data or exclusion criteria are non-Para-diplomacy-related articles, editors, news, poster 
summaries and are not in English. 
 
Table 1: Inclusions and Exclusions Criteria 
 

Inclusion Exclusion
1.Research that focuses on Para-diplomacy
2.English Language 
3.Only journal papers 

1.Paper that does not discuss para- diplomacy
2.Languages other than English 
3.Thesis, book section, product description, presentation, job 
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Inclusion Exclusion
4.Paper that has passed peer   reviewed report, commercial literature, editorial note, gray literature. 

4.Document not reviewed previously by peer 
5.Research multiply 

 
Source: Researchers Data, 2020 
 
4.2 Scheme of classification 
 
Researchers have developed a classification regime for analyzing and classifying articles that have 
been selected based on criteria (Kitchenham, 2007). We compile three aspects to organize the items 
collected. First, we classify articles in the first category according to methods of reference study. 
Second, the classification defines the type of research in the second category (paper type). In the 
third category, the keyword method described in Petersen et al. was identified in three categories 
(research focus) (2008).  
 

 
 
Figure 2: Classification Process 
Source: Peterson et al (2008) 
 
5. Results 
 
5.1 Systematic Mapping Studies 
 
Systematic Mapping Study (SMS) is a study that provides a comprehensive overview for academic 
researchers and practitioners this research as a preliminary study. The trend of Para-diplomacy in the 
study of international relations has historically been studied since 1984 and has experienced a very 
increasing development since non-Federal countries researched in the last decade. A steady increase 
in publication occurred from 2010 to 2020, followed by the rise in articles released each year between 
2017 and 2020. The number of themes has increased significantly to be registered as authors from 
several non-federal states in Asian countries, such as China, Hong Kong, and Indonesia. Figure 3 
identifies the significant year of publication of the Para-diplomacy articles and the number of articles 
each year. 
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Figure 3: Potential data trends for Para-diplomacy publications in the Scopus database (on Year) 
 

Description: 
Source http://www.scopus.com Search Area Title, Abstract, Keyword 
Search Time January, 03 2020 Result Search 175 Document
Search String TITLE-ABS-KEY (“Para-diplomacy”) 
Year Amount Year Amount Year Amount Year Amount Year Amount 
1984 1 2002 2 2009 3 2014 12 2019 18 
1988 1 2003 3 2010 26 2015 10 2020 20 
1992 1 2005 3 2011 6 2016 15 2021 2 
1995 1 2006 3 2012 6 2017 19   
1999 4 2008 1 2013 4 2018 14   

 
Source: https://www.scopus.com 
 
Researchers recognize that in the last 30 years, numerous papers on Para-diplomacy have been 
written and that several articles have begun contributing to this research from Asian countries 
(Tewari, 2017). The development of Para-diplomacy, which is increasingly contextual and consistent 
with progress in information technology, has led to several new Para-diplomacy variants(Aldecoa & 
Keating, 2013). Detailed data analysis was carried out based on the year of publication, affiliation, 
authors and co-authors from abroad, journals, keywords, and multiple citations. Using the 'Para-
diplomacy' option for the tracking of results and searches on the Scopus database for January 2021, 88 
articles (America), 68 articles (Europe), 13 articles (Asia), 6 (Australia, Africa) in English were found, 
and the search was limited to articles between 1984 and 2021. The study of Para-diplomacy 
skyrocketed in 2010 (26 pieces) compared to the following year. This was due to the emergence of 
issues that mostly discussed the study of Para-diplomacy with the territories (Figure 4). 
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Figure 4: Trends in potential data from several countries for scientific publication of para- diplomacy 
in the Scopus database. 
 

Description: 
Source http://www.scopus.com Search Area Title, Abstract, Keyword 
Search Time January, 03 2021 Result Search 175 Document
Search String TITLE-ABS-KEY (“Para-diplomacy”)
Country Amount Country AmountCountry AmountCountry Amount Country Amount 
Canada 27 Spain 10 Slovenia 5 Indonesia Germany Singapore 2 

UK 21 Netherland 7 South
Africa 5 Australia Greenland Turkey 2 

US 21 Argentina 6 Chile 4 Austria Iraq Chez Republic 1 
Belgium 17 Mexico 6 Colombia 4 China Norway El Salvador 1 
Brazil 15 France 5 Hongkong 4 Finlandia Rusia Federation Ireland 1 
Israel 1 New Zealand 1 Uruguay 1  
Italy 1 Poland 1 Underfined 9  
Japan 1 Slovakia 1  

 
Source: https://www.scopus.com 
 
The United States has the highest collaborative productivity in publishing para- Diplomacy papers in 
international journals compared to Europe(Kaiser, 2003). Meanwhile, Asian-affiliated authors tend to 
publish journal papers in all Scopus quartiles. Countries in Asia dominate the unitary state compared 
to countries in America and Europe, and the emergence of research in the context of the unitary state 
can strengthen the concept of Para-diplomacy to participate in transnational networks in the signing 
of international agreements, thereby reducing the intervention and control of the central 
state(Lecours, 2002). Based on research, authors with affiliations from American and European 
countries are dominant in Scopus indexed Q1 journals named The Hague Journal of Diplomacy 15 
Articles and Regional and Federal Studies 7 Articles, most of which publish articles in journals on the 
subject of diplomacy and international relations compared to other fields. Meanwhile, Asian-
affiliated authors tend to publish papers in journals across all Scopus quartiles (Figure 5). 
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Figure 5: Trend for the publication of articles concerning Para-diplomacy in the Scopus database 
Source: https://www.scopus.com 
 
5.2 Bibliometrics Analysis (VoS Viewer) 
 
Bibliometrics is a research field that quantifies the publications of a journal, research institute, 
research field, country, or other entity. The terms bibliometrics, scientometrics, and informetrics 
refer to component fields concerned with the study of the dynamics of disciplines as reflected in their 
literature production(Wang et al., 2018). The areas of study range from charting changes in a 
scholarly field's output over time and across countries, to the library collection problem of 
maintaining control of the output, and to most researchers' low publication productivity. 
Bibliometrics can be used to assess the scientific impact of journals, authors, and research 
institutions, as well as to identify hot topics, newly emerging subjects, highly cited items, scientific 
collaboration patterns, interdisciplinary models, and so on (Wang et al., 2018).  

In the VOS Viewer mapping visualization of 175 papers, articles are grouped by year of 
publication, foreign co-authors, corporate affiliations, journal names, keywords, groups, and 
quotation frequency are seen in figures 6, 7, and 8. The analysis of network visualization shown in 
Figure 6 reveals that federal countries (America and Europe) still control the five main sub-themes of 
Para-diplomacy science rather than non-Federal/Unitary countries (Asia). 
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Figure 6: Network Visualization 
Source: Researcher 2020 
 
In Figure 7, an overlay visualization is shown, the colour gradation of the node towards yellow 
indicates a new sub-theme, and the node's colour towards purple indicates the previous analysis sub-
theme. In this context, there is also a great need for a collaborative research network between 
countries (America, Europe, and Asia) to guide and expand the dissemination of the sub-title of Para-
diplomacy research. 
 

 
 
Figure 7: Overlay Visualization 
Source: Researcher 2020 
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Figure 8 shows the density of visualization, there is a degree of coherence of researchers on many 
sub-themes of Para-diplomacy, and diplomacy in foreign relations studies is more than 60%. In 
addition, there are several new sub-themes. This Para-diplomacy research gap takes advantage of a 
highly dedicated philosophy to the latest studies in international relations, including collaborative 
analysis, assemble theory, regional branding, and economic motivation. 
 

 
 
Figure 8: Density Visualization 
Source: Researcher 2020 
 
6. Discussion 
 
The study of Para-diplomacy in international relations is being introduced as primarily a global 
activity to achieve foreign policy goals. Many experts have specifically defined Para-diplomacy as a 
link between public diplomacy in the regions. Although the state's role in diplomacy is still involved, 
it cannot oversee and encompass all areas of its international activities towards other countries 
(Paquin et al., 2015). Therefore, this review article contributes to a significant research gap and can 
provide an analysis of current Para-diplomacy studies based on systematic mapping studies and 
continued bibliometric analysis VOS Viewer. 

Para-diplomacy studies are based on the 12 dimensions of Para-diplomacy, an increasingly 
essential tool for the horizontal exchange between sub-state governments of public policy. In the 
light of their capabilities to record and disseminate good practices and experience which can be 
applied in local environments, even in other countries, municipalities played an essential role in this 
regards (Nganje, 2014). The twelve dimensions understanding of Para-diplomacy as novelty has been 
implemented by several developing countries by incorporating their respective strengths, projecting 
their special interests internationally in a multi-level governance structure that acts as a political 
intermediary between global and local (Oddone & Vázquez, 2015) see Figure 9.  

Sub-state actors can successfully develop specific Para-diplomacy methods and Dimensions as 
classified into two categories. The direct methods are carried out by seeking legitimacy and 
international recognition through the adoption of local laws, signing partnership agreements, 
establishing representative offices overseas, attracting foreign investment, enhancing the region's 
international image, working with international organizations and twin cities  (Rodrigues & Mattioli, 
2017). Meanwhile, indirect methods affect central legislation, exploitation of national parliaments, 
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diplomatic and regional major infrastructure, and the exploitation of international organizations. The 
combination of direct and indirect strategies has offered the best guarantee of success for Para-
diplomacy in the areas bordering developed countries(Zeraoui & Rey, 2016). Despite the common 
disputes, state and sub-state governments ultimately tend to consider Para-diplomacy an available 
resource to increase international activities. 

 

 
 
Figure 9: 12 Dimensions of Para-diplomacy 
Source: Researcher 2020 
 
7. Conclusion 
 
The purpose of this article is to review the state of art or the recent trends and accomplishments of 
Para-diplomacy in the study of foreign relations. The performance of the SMS indicates several 
advances in the field of Para-diplomacy that have been studied since 1984 and have improved since 
2010. In addition, documents from American countries and newspaper media Q1 from America and 
Europe have influential regional themes and local diplomacy. Empirically, it is thought that there are 
still few Asian scholars, but there are a variety of research titles that have recently partnered with 
American and European research to investigate the topics of Para-diplomacy beyond the framework 
of diplomacy. Therefore, this review article contributes to a significant research gap and can provide 
an analysis of current Para-diplomacy studies based on systematic mapping studies and continued 
bibliometric analysis VOS Viewer. 

The Para-diplomacy Research relates to every nation's foreign policy and reflects on the role of 
foreign parties from sub-state authorities such as Asia. Provinces and municipalities regularly 
welcome and host foreign delegations, plan festivals, and set up representative offices abroad. In 
terms of approach, the results of this study are very appropriate for the growth of countries that are 
already dependent on high technology and modernization. Very few Asian studies have been 
performed in this field, leading to a substantial research gap. This research has implications 
theoretically, empirically, and methodologically. Theoretically, Para-diplomacy is a branch of 



E-ISSN 2281-4612 
ISSN 2281-3993        

Academic Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies
www.richtmann.org 

Vol 11 No 2 
March 2022 

 

 140

diplomacy which is developing recently. Countries in Asia have done very little research, so there is 
very little theoretical support and research model. This research has a great potential to be discussed 
and exploited for countries in Asia and become a focal point for the development of topics that 
previous scholars have identified. Therefore, this article provides a concise overview of the current 
problem in foreign relations analysis to the dimension of Para-diplomacy scholars. 
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